
Learning Barge and watermen team up 
Thanks to you, Project Blue Crab makes sea level issues real for fourth graders

T he fourth graders had just learned the rules 
for when you can keep a male blue crab, 

when fourth-generation waterman Ray Wicker 
drew his boat alongside the Elizabeth River 
Project’s Dominion Energy Learning Barge.
     “That one’s too small,” a student told him, 
pointing to one of the shellfish scrabbling in 
Wicker’s hamper.
     “Yeah, want me to put him back?” Wicker 
asked, delighted. He had not yet measured his 
catch to release the small ones. For Project 
Blue Crab, launched this fall with funding from 
NOAA, Dominion Energy and you, generous 
supporters to Elizabeth River Project, more than 
18,000 students over three years will learn not 
only that male blue crabs must be five inches for 
harvesting. As with this class from Sparrow 
Road Intermediate School in Chesapeake, they 
will learn the ecology, commerce and mystic of 
the river’s most iconic fishery to Con’t p8 
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Mudflats

S he came to us as a princess, in a 
costume she sewed in a weekend and 

a charming British accent she gained in the 
same span. We needed someone to re-enact 
Princess Elizabeth of the 1600s, for whom 
our river was named.
     “We were just looking for someone 
in a costume to lead a parade. She had 
this mesmerizing, almost magical, and 
completely bottomless energy. We hired 
her at once to work with the children,” 
says Marjorie Mayfield Jackson, Executive 
Director, Elizabeth River Project.
     In the 19 years since, Robin Dunbar, 
Deputy Director – Education, Elizabeth 

River Project, aka “Princess Elizabeth,” has 
turned that same energy and imagination to 
inventing environmental education programs 
that needed to be original enough to re-
awaken the interest of a community that had 
thought of its Elizabeth as dead.  
      With a science degree but also a sense of 
the dramatic as a former puppeteer, Dunbar 
met the challenge to such an extent that 
the National Science Foundation has now 
recognized her as Virginia’s only winner 
of the Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Science, Mathematics and Engineering 
Mentoring. Honored in DC on Oct. 15-17 
for projects such as the Con’t p7

“Princess” receives presidential award 
“Almost magical and completely bottomless energy”

Robin Dunbar (R) has led our education for 19 years.

Sparrow Road fourth graders peer from the Learning Barge to see Cody Powell’s catch.
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The newsletter exclusively for          supporters of the Elizabeth River Project

Education 
issue



Mudflats is the newsletter of the Elizabeth 
River Project, a membership-based non-
profit working to restore the Elizabeth 
River through government, business and 
citizen partnerships. “Mudflats” refers 
to that slippery, biologically active zone 
where land and water meet, symbolizing 
our search for common ground among 
diverse interests.
 

Children deserve a living Elizabeth

475 Water Street, Suite C103A
Portsmouth, VA 23704
[P] 757-399-RIVR (7487)
elizabethriver.org 

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson
Executive Director

From the Executive Director

Mission – To restore the Elizabeth River to the highest 
practical level of environmental quality through community, 

business and government partnerships.
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C   hildren once grew up here not knowing even 
the name of their home river. They thought 

of it as a sewer they shouldn’t play in. No more.
     In dramatic contrast, we enter this school 
year reaching more students than any other 
environmental group in the region.  Thanks 
to generous donors like you, Elizabeth River 
Project’s diverse education can leave no doubt 
about the vital ecology of the Elizabeth River 
and important roles our children can play in the 
Elizabeth’s continuing revival.
     I love the mornings when waterman Ray 
Wicker pauses his boat alongside our Dominion 
Energy Learning Barge to share his teeming catch 
with students taking part in this year’s Project 
Blue Crab, focusing on the creature that perhaps 
more than any, symbolizes the bay and more 
likely than not, was born in or near the Elizabeth.
    I think it’s important to the future of the crab, 
and the children, that Elizabeth River Project also 
has assumed the role of regional clearinghouse for 
youth education on sea level resilience. As seas 
rise, the very makeup of the river is changing, 
from its temperature and salinity to its increasing 
load of runoff pollution. Elizabeth’s wetlands are 

drowning along with our homes.
    But we learned a long time ago at Elizabeth 
River Project to focus on hope rather than angst.  
This summer at our Paradise Creek Nature Park, 
a partnership with Portsmouth, inner-city high 
school students found hope through one of our 
most intensive education programs yet. The 
Youth Conservation Interns spent nine weeks 
learning marketable skills in conservation 
horticulture, while nature taught them its lesson 
in peace and renewal.
     Thank you for all these ways and more that 
we’re continually introducing young people 
to Elizabeth, the living home river that is their 
rightful heritage. 

PS Thanks in advance for a Year-End gift to keep 
returning our Elizabeth to health this holiday.
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RIVERFest 
Engages 3,000 – 
Young attendees observe 
tadpoles during Eliz-
abeth River Project’s 
RIVERFest. Typically the 
largest environmental 
festival in the region, this 
year’s event attracted 
3,000 to Back Bay Farm-
house Brewery near the 
river’s Eastern  Branch 
on June 23.
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Rena B. Wright first- graders with Youth 
Resilience Coordinator Sarah McBride at the 
Beazley River Academy at Paradise Creek 
Nature Park.
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Youth Resilience Projects & Expo– Rising 
sea levels and more extreme weather 
threaten the river as well as humans. 
Prepare our youth to inherit these 
conditions with resilience.

• Get advice and maybe a mentor for an 
action project at your school. Document 
results for the Elizabeth River Project’s 
Youth Resilience Expo on Feb. 29 at 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens. Contact Sarah 
McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org.

Paradise Creek Nature Park –
• High school and university levels especially find 
our 40-acre urban park a great place for outdoor 
ecology research. New Resilient River Otter 
field trips this spring. Contact Sarah McBride, 
smcbride@elizabethriver.org.
•Youth Conservation Interns – Program 
returns next summer with intensive learning in 
conservation horticulture for Portsmouth high 
schoolers. Yolima Carr, ycarr@elizaethriver.org. 
• Volunteers can learn conservation landscaping 
on Volunteer Service Days, including 9 am – 11 
am Nov. 23 & Dec. 7. Register at Paradisecreek.
elizabethriver.org/volunteers.
• Families can study environmental topics at 
Elizabeth River Project’s Beazley River Academy. 
Next: Holiday wreath making with native plants, 
10 am Nov. 23 ($30 members/$40 non-members, 
paradisecreek.elizabethriver.org).

Learning Barge – Elementary and middle 
grades especially love field investigations 
aboard “America’s Greenest Vessel,” Elizabeth 
River Project’s Dominion Energy Learning 
Barge, powered by sun and wind. Sign up 
soon! Fall is mostly booked and spring is 
filling fast. Contact Summer Brown, 
sbrown@elizabethriver.org.

Our goal is 25,000 “citizen soldiers” 
who understand, appreciate and 
support the restoration of the Elizabeth 
River. To get there, we offer a menu 
of river experiences for different age 
levels. Find yours!

Menu of river experiences seeks to reach all ages 
Find your fit to achieve 25,000 “citizen soldiers” 

I t’s quiet on the deck above the wetlands. 
A 15-year old Portsmouth High School 

student is concentrating on her test tube. 
She’s measuring the salinity of the creek 
below. The only sound is the soft chirping 
of birds.
     “I don’t like going outside in my 
neighborhood; I like going outside in 
places like this. I love this place,” she tells a 
classmate from I.C. Norcom High School.
     Before their field trip with Elizabeth 
River Project ends, students visiting 
Paradise Creek Nature Park on Oct. 25 also 
will measure trees to estimate how much 
carbon they store. They’ll plant native 
ferns for wildlife habitat. And back in class, 
they’ll join dozens of schools across the 
region to plan and carry out action projects 
for Elizabeth River Project’s second annual 
Youth Resilience Expo. It’s set for Saturday, 
Feb. 29 at Norfolk Botanical Gardens.
     Thanks to you, members and supporters, 
Elizabeth River Project convened an 
education roundtable that’s now drafted 
one of the nation’s first resilience plans for 
youth. It calls for a collaboration of schools and 
community partners to ready children to inherit 
rising seas. The plan also recommends teacher 
training and hands-on field trips. Foremost, it 
recommends engaging students in “real world 
action projects” to “discover hope by making a 

difference.”
     That’s what our Youth Resilience Expo is 
all about and more. A Resilient River Otter 
curriculum begins this spring at the nature park, 
a partnership with the City of Portsmouth. A 
pool of community mentors has offered help 
with student projects.  Sarah McBride and Janet 
Ehmer, job-sharing our new position of Youth 

Resilience Coordinator, are coordinating these 
efforts and completing an on-line clearinghouse 
of resources.
    Entire schools are signing on including 
Victory Elementary School in Portsmouth 
where “everybody’s planting something,” 
from a native tree grove to a pollinator garden, 
McBride says. 

YOU prepare students for “real-world action”
Dozens of schools studying, completing action projects for Youth Resilience Expo

Nathaniel Hollis and Ichito Shiroma test water quality at Paradise Creek Nature Park. Visiting from I.C. 
Norcom High School, these students studied the park’s resilience features to plan action projects at school.
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Deepest thanks to our donor societies

$100,000 and Above - Organizations
Batten Educational Achievement 
   Fund of the Hampton Roads
   Community Foundation
Hampton Roads Community
   Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife
   Foundation
National Oceanographic and 
   Atmospheric Administration 
TowneBank Foundation

$50,000 to $99,999 - Organizations
Beazley Foundation
Windward Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999 - Organizations Dollar Tree Foundation
Norfolk Southern Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999 - Organizations
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Bank of America
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
City of Virginia Beach
Dominion Energy Charitable
  Foundation
Elizabeth River Crossings
Garden Club of Virginia/Elizabeth 
   River Garden Club
HRSD
Healthy Portsmouth, Inc.
Luck Companies Foundation
Portsmouth Service League
Safe Routes to School National 
   Partnership
Seaworld/Busch Gardens 
Conservation Fund
$50,000 to $99,999 - Individuals
Frank and Aimee Batten, Jr. 
   Foundation
Jim and Karen Jones Squires

$25,000 to $49,999 - Individuals
Joan Brock
David and Susan Goode

$10,000 to $24,999 - Individuals
Jane Batten
Henry and Angelica Light
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Neikirk
Louis and Prudence Ryan 
$5,000 to $9,999 - Individuals
David Bernd
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and 
   Lilly Bradley
J. Robert Bray
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Covington
Dr. and Mrs. Brian and 
   Melissa Deutsch
Alan Gollihue and Elizabeth Killam
Mrs. Oriana McKinnon
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Meredith
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and 
   Bonnie Moorman

$5,000–$9,999 - Organizations
American Borate Company
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Clearfield MMG
Enviva Port of Chesapeake
General Dynamics Nassco-Norfolk
James L. Camp IV Foundation
Pender & Coward
Shearwater Foundation
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Waterwheel Foundation
Wheelabrator Portsmouth Inc.
$2,500–$4,499 - Individuals
George Birdsong
Ms. Deborah Butler
Linda Cameron
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and 
   Susan Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Reid and Harriet Ervin
Christine Goode
Martha Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua and 
   Jennifer Harris
Robert and Marjorie 
   Mayfield Jackson
Kitty Whitman and Louis Jaffe
Mike Kirsch
Mr. and Mrs. David Lawson
Mr. Harvey L. Lindsay, Jr.
Steve and Judy Perry
Andrew Wallach

$1,500–$4,999 - Organizations
Birdsong Peanut Corporation
Buckeye Partners, L.R.
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund
CSX Transportation, Inc.
David R. Goode Charitable Lead 
Annuity Trust
Duke University
Host Terminals
Rebekah L. Huber Family 
Charitable Fund of the Hampton 
Roads Community Foundation
Legends of the Fly
Norfolk Dredging
Norfolk State University
Carl W. Mangum Jr. and Marguerite 
S. Mangum Fund of the Hampton 
   Roads Community Foundation
Rotary Club of Norfolk
Safe Routes to School National
   Partnership
Spirit Cruises, LLC
Stihl, Inc.
Stromberg Garrigan and Associates, Inc.
Virginia Pilot Association
Waste Management
Wilbanks Smith & Thomas
$1,000–$2,499 - Individuals
RADM Charles J. and Susan Beers
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce & Sarah Bishop
Blake Bailey and Mary Brinkmeyer
Ms. Deborah Butler
John Arrigo and M. Anne Carney
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Colpitts
Estate of the Honorable 
   Howard Copeland
Mr. Graham Covington
Mr. Gatewood Dashiell
Mr. and Mrs. James Dille
Mr. and Mrs. John Ellis, Jr.
Paul and Linda English
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and 
   Karen Fine
Wendell Franklin
Leslie Friedman
WT and Donna Phaneuf Gray
Pam Boatwright and Don Gulliver

James Gwathmey
The Honorable and Mrs. James 
   and Claudia Hawks
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Host III
Mr. and Mrs. Bob and Susan Hume
Mr and Mrs. Ron Hurley
Capt. and Mrs. Lawrence I’Anson
Mr. and Mrs. James Izard
Thomas Johnson, Jr.
Jeanine LaBrenz and 
   Michael Joseph
Carolyn Key
VADM and Mrs. Alexander Krekich
Bob Layton
Mr. Harry Lester
Ada and Allen Lester
John and Ruth Martin
Vince Mastracco
Ruth and Scott McElroy
Wendy McGrady
Mr. and Mrs. Colin and 
   Patt McKinnon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meredith
Sheppard and Gigi Miller
Capt. Mike Nickelsburg
Dr. and Mrs. Donald and Tessa Nuss
Barbara Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Priest
Katherine Reader
Kathleen and Anne Redfern
Ms. Anne Reed
Lynn Cobb and Warren Richard
F Scott and Michele Ripley 
The Hon. Debbie and Ron Ritter
Richard and Shirley Hanson Roberts
Ron Hartshorn and Nancy Ronald
Jack and Gina Ruffin
Mr. and Mrs. John Shannon
Andrew and Traci Shepard
Conrad Shumadine
Jason Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Phil and 
   Sarah Stedfast, Jr.
Joe and Petra Thomas
Betty and John Trinder
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 
   Michelle Warden 
Dudley Ware
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and 
   Jane Webster
Rolf and Beth Williams
Lauren Wolcott
Mr. and Mrs. Henry and Dixie Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Ken & Nancy Wren, Sr.
John Wynne

The Elizabeth River Project is proud to recognize members of our leadership giving societies. Thank you for contributing $1,000 or 
more annually to support our award-winning restoration and education programs. New - Next time recognizing members of $500+ - our 
new Seahorse Society! Find out more about our donor societies. Contact Susan Smith at (757)399-7487 or ssmith@elizabethriver.org.

Contributions received  Oct. 1, 2018 - Sept. 30, 2019
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S trolling high school musicians, 
moon lanterns flickering in the 

trees and an elderflower champagne 
cocktail welcomed about 150 guests 
to Sept. 14th’s Moon River Supper, 
honoring our most generous donors at 
Paradise Creek Nature Park.
         “It’s an extraordinary thank 
you party,” held as a full moon rises 
over the creek, says Judy Perry, board 
member and event chair. 
       The park’s “amazing sunsets and 
breathtaking landscapes” inspired artist 
Brian Ross to create the pastel featured 
on this year’s invitation, he says. The 
original inspired a bidding war in a 
silent auction organized by volunteers 
Carol Rowe and Sue Rieger, while 

sunflowers, asters and golden rod added 
magic to table arrangements by the 
Elizabeth River Garden Club.
      Porte Towne Magic! Pops Orchestra 
and Show Choir, Portsmouth Public 
School students, serenaded the guests 
as they enjoyed fare from Brutti’s 
Catering, Riverbank, Olde Towne 
Public House, Renaissance Portsmouth 
and Oberweiss Dairy. 
     Not yet a donor society member? 
Contact Susan Smith at ssmith@
elizabethriver.org to join today.  We 
hope to see you at next year’s party. 
Judy Perry and the dedicated committee 
promise an even more magical 2020 
Moon River Supper.            Portsmouth high school musicians serenade the party L-R: 

Denae Dwight, Ciya Bridgers, Kamiyah Parker

A t first, we thought our new board 
member was a bit of a pain. Here 

she was questioning just how reliable a 
used truck we could get for $5,000, after 
we had scraped together the funds and 
made the case for needing it to haul around 
landscaping supplies for our new venture 
into river-friendly yards.
      Then the board member, Karen Jones 
Squires, later president of the board at 
Elizabeth River Project, solved the problem 
in inimitable style. She donated a not-so-
used, high end truck that she had been using 
to haul the family horses. 
     That was the first of many wise, generous 
and pivotal gifts to our mission that earned 

Karen and husband Jim Squires the label 
with Elizabeth River Project staff of  “the 
Extraordinary Squires.” This year we 
nominated them for Outstanding Individual 
Philanthropist recognition and are delighted 
they were selected to receive this honor at 
the regional banquet of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals on Nov. 12 at 
Waterside Marriott.
     River Star Homes has grown to 5,500 
citizens who do their part at home and 
Karen’s truck is still the way we deliver 
their rain barrels and native plants. Thank 
you, Karen and Jim, for this and all the 
ways you’ve  set the pace for community 
investment in the health of our home river.     

Philanthropists of the Year: “Extraordinary Squires”

Moon River Supper celebrates our top donors
Join our donor societies to attend one-of-a-kind river event under the full moon

NEW! Join today -
Seahorse Society
J oin our new Seahorse Society, 

honoring the “lined seahorse,” now 
returning throughout the Elizabeth.
     Increase your annual gift to Elizabeth 
River Project to $500 to $999, or $1,000 
- $1,499 for organizations, to become a 
member of the inner circle of top donors.
     Your benefits will include an invitation 
for two to Moon River Supper, a seahorse 
pin and the satisfaction of leading one of 
the great river restorations of our time.

Karen Jones Squires (center, blue cap) cuts the ribbon 
as board president, 2016, for a sculpture installation at 
Paradise Creek Nature Park.
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$1,000–$1,499 - 
Organizations
Accurate Marine
   Environmental
Bharat, Inc.-
   Taste of India 
Bay Diesel
Bay Environmental,
   Inc.
Doody Calls
Great Chesapeake 
  Bay Schooner Race
HDR Engineering,
  Inc.
Kinder Morgan /
   Elizabeth River
   Terminal
L&J Goldrich
   Foundation 
Norfolk Tug
   Company
Old Dominion 
   University - Ocean,
   Earth & 
   Atmospheric
   Sciences
Peninsula
   Community
   Foundation-Give 
   Local 757
Perdue Agribusiness
   LLC
Port of Virginia
Smartmouth
   Brewing Co.
Vane Brothers Co. 
$500 to $999
Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Stephen Cyrus
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus 
   W. Grandy
Mr. Ted Henifin
Mr. and Mrs. Al and 
   Pat Jones
Pam and Byron 
   Kloeppel
RADM and Mrs. Ray
   and Jamie Moses
Mr. Michael Ricks
The Honorable and
   Mrs. P. Ward Robinett
Jim and Ellen Sell
Drs. Gordon & 
   Kerri Stokes
Dr. and Mr. 
   Theresa and 
   Roderick Whibley
Mr. and Mrs. Blair
   and Jane Wimbush
Mr. Carlisle M. 
   Wroton 

$500 to $999
Organizations
Cherry Carpet
Norfolk Tides 
   Baseball Club
Wetland Studies and 
   Solutions, Inc.
Coastal Services
The Randy Vaughan
   Family
Bay Diesel
$499 and Under
Organizations
Las Gaviotas 
  Garden Club
Cape Henry Audubon 
Weyanoke Wildlife
   Sanctuary
The Thirsty Frog, LLC
The Garden Club of 
   Norfolk
River Walk Garden
   Club
Great Bridge 
   Woman’s Club
Portsmouth Lions 
   Club
Portsmouth Wetlands
   Board
$499 and Under 
Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
   and Anne Ablett 
Mr. Darrell Abney 
Joan Atkinson 
Ms. C. Linn Baiker 
Lisa Bailey 
Stuart and 
  Ulrike Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Diana
   and Kenneth Bailey 
Brad J. & Babbi J.
   Bangel 
Mary Barnes 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard
  Batkin 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Richard  Barry III
Mr. and Mrs. Lee and
   Laura Beller 
Mr. Terrell Bennett 
Mr. Edward Berdick 
Joanne Berkley 
Maureen Bernard 
Roberta Bernardini 
Mr. and Mrs. David 
   and Judith Best 
James Bishop 
Dr. and Mrs. William
  Spaur and Ruth Bizot 
Ms. Kathleen
  Boatwright 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon and
  Cynthia Bolling 
Mr. Gerald Boone , Jr.
Mr. Michael 
   Borysewicz and
   Suzanne Puryear

Mrs. Mary Dame
   Broad 
Anne Brooke 
Dr. George W. Brown, Jr.
Carol Bukovac 
Mrs. Hunter Burt 
Ms. Carolyn Callaham 
Betty Callahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander
   Campbell II
Lisa Cardona 
Ms. Emily Christman 
Will Cline 
Mr. Lewis Cobb, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Donald W. & Susan
   Brown Comer 
Capt. Gregory Conn 
Bill and Peggy
   Connolly 

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll
   and Gloria Creecy 
Sofia Crisostomo 
Michael Cross 
Ms. Carie Curry 
Mr. Georg and 
   Kay Dahl 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Ken Daley 
Brian Daniel 
Frank and 
  Susan Daniel 
William Daskivich 
Charles & 
  Kathy Davis 
Mr. John Deal 
Louis DeMarco 
Anne Shewan and 
Michael Dinniman 
Mike and 
   Kelly Disharoon 
Elizabeth Smith and
   Fred Dobbs 
CAPT Merrill H. and
   Dabney H. Dorman 
Mrs. Melissa Draudt 
Rosella Durham 
Dr. and Mrs. Diane
   and David Durica 
Robert Bernstein and
   Lisa Ehrich 
Mr. George Faatz 
Mr. Thomas Fitz 

Ann Fitzgibbon 
Mr. Russell Flynn Jr.
Terri Foss 
Eric & Ragan 
   Freeman 
Ms. Joan Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. James B
 . & Barbara Garrison 
Mark Geduldig-
   Yatrofsky 
Matthew Gernand 
Mr. Stephen and 
   Lisa Gilbert 
Michele and 
   Ricardo Gonzalez 
Bonnie Gordon-
   Rabinowitz 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert &
   Sharon Goumas 
Mary E. Grubb 

Eric Gunderson 
Robert B. and 
   Susan Taylor Hansen 
Colonel and Mrs.
    Thomas and Jean
    Harleman 
Mr. James Harrison 
Kathryn Haugan 
John and Carol Head 
Dr. and Mrs. 
   Reginald Henry, Jr.
Patrick Herman 
Jesse Hines 
Ms. Nhi Hoang 
Andrew and 
   Maureen Hook 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   William Hull 
Jani Jacobucci 
Ellis W. and 
   Klara M. James 
Charles A. Johnson 
Barbara Johnson 
Bill and Joyce Jonak 
Mrs. Elisabeth Jones 
Capt. H. Robert Jones 
Andrea and Jeff
   Kelleher 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert
   & Nicole Knudson 
Calvin Koonce 
Paul A. Kotarides 

David L. Kreger 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren
   & Roberta Krull 
Thomas Kuntz 
Laura Landman 
Ms. Lisa Langley 
Dr. Mark & 
  Elizabeth Lawson 
Mrs. Nancy Lazaron 
Cornelia Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald
   & Penny Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Joan and
    Leonard M. Ligon Jr.
Jeanine Lindberg 
Doretha Lloyd 
Barbara A. Luck 
John Lyons 
Annette T. Markham 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed &

   

Maureen Marroni 
Don Marshall 
Mrs. Eleanor Marshall 
Hon. and Mrs. 
   Joseph Massey 
Mark Hayes &
   Karen L. Mayne 
Charles H. McCoy Jr.
Mr. S. Randall
   McDaniel 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank and 
   Maureen McGrath 
Captain and Mrs.
   Kenneth Meek,
   USN, Ret.
G. William Meyer Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William 
   and Joan Miller 
Dr. Julius Miller, M.D.
Ann Mingione 
Jeff and Danielle
   Miskill 
Keith Moore 
Mr. Roland Moreau 
Nancy Moxley 
Denise Murdoch 
Phoebe Murrell 
Mr. Daniel Nichols 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin
   & Kathleen Noonan 
Kathy and Carl Olson 
Brian O’Neil 

Kendall and 
   Rebecca Osborne 
Deborah Otis 
Denise and 
   Jim Parroco 
Kathy and 
  William Paton 
Lydia Patton 
Elizabeth Paul 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark &
   Karen Perreault 
Amy Petersen 
Myles A. Pocta 
Greg Pomije 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Maynard Powell, III
Vice Mayor Elizabeth
   M. Psimas 
Gray and Sharon
   Puryear 
Mr. Arthur
   Quarnstrom 
Jennifer Raymond 
Captain and Mrs.
   Joseph and Clare 
   Reagan 
Garrett Rice 
Ms. Juliet Rickman 
Rodney Riddle 
Joe Rieger 
Dr. Sue Rieger 
Mr. Terry Riley 
Ms. Edith Robertson 
Susan Robertson 
Dutch and Kathy
   Rolaf 
Dr. Albert Roper II
Dr. Amelia 
   Ross-Hammond 
Hon. and Mrs. John 
   and Carol Rowe Jr.
Martha Ruggles 
Mr. and Mrs. Marty 
   and Joyce Ryan 
Susan Schrader 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
   Sciortino 
James and Margaret 
   Seagraves 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
   and Dottie Seward 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall 
   Shannon 
Mr. James Shaw 
Lindsay Shepheard 
Ms. Elizabeth Skopik 
Susan Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
   and Shirley Sondej 
Helen Spore 
Michael and Cheryl
   Stallings 
Valerie Stallings, M.D.
Lawrence Steingold 
Carl Sterzing 
The Honorable Robert 
   W. Stewart 
Ms. Colleen Stormer 

Mr. Bruce Strattner 
Mr. Alan C. Stringer 
Mr. Heath Suarez 
Stephanie Sugioka 
Mary Sykes 
Larry Taylor 
Louise Taylor 
Dr. Jay Taylor 
William West and
   Melissa Thrasher 
Virginia Thumm 
J. Jeffrey and Denise
   Tinkham 
RADM Byron Tobin 
Ms. Barbara Torpey 
Tom Tracy 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles
   & Cynthia Trobaugh 
Rianne Troutman 
Lauren & 
   Mary Alyce Troyan 
Alan and 
   Linda Vigneault 
Cynthia Faschini and
   Andrew Wallach 
James and Linda
    Walls 
Mary Ann Walzer 
Elinor Weeks 
Grace Wells 
Drs. Larry and 
   Jackie White 
Mr. Barclay Winn 
Robert Wood 
Mrs. Joyce Wood 
Linda Woolard 
Dr. and Mrs. 
   Charles Wright 
Anna H. Yarashus 
Dr. Terry P. Yarbrough 
Mr. Richard Yoder 
In Kind Donations 
Back Bay’s Farmhouse 
   Brewing Co.
BAE Systems Ship 
   Repair
Bay Environmental,
    Inc.
Emerald Forest, Inc.
Forest Photography
General Dynamics 
Nassco-Norfolk
Great Outdoor
   Provision Co.
Inside Business, 
   the Hampton Roads
   Business Journal
Jim Newsom
Mr. and Mrs. Reid 
   Ervin
Norfolk Tug
Robbins Maritime
Ron Morris, Marine 
Chemist Atlantic
Virginia Institute of
    Marine Science

 

Deepest thanks to our members
Contributions received  May 16, 2019 - Sept. 30, 2019

Osprey with catch from Southern Branch, Elizabeth River 2018 
- David Gibson, Birdpartner.com



Youth Conservation Interns (L-R) Hailey Wilson, Vernon Baller Jr, CJ Cornelius Jackson, Thomas Green and Justin Green learn native landscaping from Elizabeth 
River Project’s Yolima Carr (far right) at Paradise Creek Nature Park.

Y olima Carr studied public gardens 
in Spain and worked to beautify the 

Hermitage Museum and Gardens -- until last 
winter. That’s when she began connecting 
youth and the public to “nature at its best.”  
     That’s how Carr describes her goal for the 
on-going revitalization of the urban forest and 
restored wetlands at Paradise Creek Nature 
Park, where she is Elizabeth River Project’s 
Conservation Landscape Curator.          
     Already, Carr has helped more than 1,000 
students plant native species around the 40-
acre park, a partnership of Elizabeth River 
Project and the City of Portsmouth. She 
routinely leads up to 50 volunteers at a time 
in conservation landscaping during the park’s 

Volunteer Service Saturdays. But her favorite 
teaching so far was also the most intensive. 
     This past summer, Carr and Larry 
LaPell, Youth Conservation Manager, 
taught marketable horticulture skills to five 
Portsmouth high school students for 20 hours 
a week for nine weeks, all the while watching 
nature do for the inner-city youth what studies 
are indicating a forest can do for us all: 
Provide a renewing respite from our stressful 
lives. 
     “You could see they were more calm and 
more happy” as the summer went on, Carr 
says. In partnership with the Hampton Roads 
Workforce Council and thanks to membership 
support as well as the Beazley and Luck 

foundations, the youth planted herbs to attract 
pollinators to native fruit trees. They began a 
longer term project adding flowering native 
shrubs and grasses to beautify a freshwater 
wetland along the park frontage on Victory 
Boulevard. 
     Carr hopes to double the number of Youth 
Conservation Interns next summer. In the 
meantime, learn something of conservation 
landscaping yourself during Volunteer Service 
Days and other programs this fall and winter at 
the nature park you make possible.

     Explore park programs at paradisecreek.
elizabethriver.org. Thanks for your support.
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Donor    In Memory of 
Angie Ashley   BB Schenk
Mr. and Mrs. Diana and Kenneth Bailey Mamie Lentz
Ms. Elizabeth Branner  Margaret Outland
Edwin Hawley & Kathryn Brooks BB Schenk
Tracy Burman   BB Schenk
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Dennis  Laura Siebert Heirholzer
Mr. Bruce Eley   Norma and Bill Eley
Chaz, Julie, James & Tom Etheridge BB Schenk
Jennette M. Franklin   Brent Senter
David Gibson   Madison Wayne Rose
David Holmes   BB Schenk
Diane Kasper   BB Schenk
Andrea and Jeff Kelleher  Emma Ramsey
John & Punkie Little   BB Schenk
Meredith Marini   BB Schenk
John and Ruth Martin  BB Schenk
Jim Outland   Margaret Outland
Susan Robertson   Donald Kent
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Roper  BB Schenk
Don and Rose Williams  BB Schenk
Mr. Thurman Worthington  BB Schenk
Dr. Jack Yetiv, MD, PHD, JD  Dr. Steve Yetiv

Donor     In Honor of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Susan Daniel  Judy Perry
Dr. and Mrs. Brian and Melissa Deutsch  Judy Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Linda English  Judy Perry
Mr. & Mrs. R. Malcolm & Martha Frances Fortson Maury and Audrey Cooke 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Malcolm & Martha Frances Fortson Rear Admiral and Mrs.  
     Edward S. McGinley 
Friends of Indian River   Justin Shafer 
Friends of Indian River   Ellen Comstock
Dr. and Mrs. A. R. Guthrie   Mr. Ray Moses 
Susan T. Hubbard    Gin and Peter Graham 
Robert and Marjorie Mayfield Jackson  Judy Perry
Shep Miller    Chris Neikirk
Ms. Anne Phillips    Anne and John Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Josh and Karen Priest  Judy Perry
The Hon. Debbie and Ron Ritter  Judy Perry
Mary Vaughan    Kylie Garcell 

Special Tributes

AWARD - Con’t from p1 Dominion Energy 
Learning Barge, featuring a live wetland, she 
becomes part of a national network of science 
education mentors, working together on 
national projects.
      After also inventing our River Star Schools 

and Wetlands in the Classroom programs 
as well as one of the region’s first sea level 
resilience education programs for youth and 
field investigations at Paradise Creek Nature 
Park, Dunbar says she looks forward to helping 
reinvent science education nationally. “I think 

there’s a better way we can figure out to teach 
science to kids and I want to be part of it.” 
Only YOU make our pioneer ideas a reality 
with your generous support. Thank you! 

High schoolers benefit, nature benefits too   
Intensive summer program conveys job skills in horticulture while revitalizing nature park
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Con’t from p1 investigate how the blue 
crab and their community may be affected 
by rising sea levels. Back at school, they will 
conduct year-long projects on how to help as 
young environmental stewards.
   Owner of Wicker’s Crab Pot restaurant in 
Chesapeake, Wicker is enhancing Project 
Blue Crab beyond the barge visits. The 

waterman is joining nautical folk singers Bob 
Zentz and Jeanne McDougall Zentz, who 
have written original songs for the project, 
and educators including staff from Elizabeth 
River Project, Chesapeake Public Schools 
and Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
at school assemblies to introduce students to 
Project Blue Crab. Participating teachers also 

take part in workshops at the Elizabeth River 
Project’s Beazley River Academy at Paradise 
Creek Nature Park. Students can present 
their stewardship projects at Elizabeth River 
Project’s Youth Resilience Expo on Feb. 29, 
2020 at Norfolk Botanical Gardens, thanks 
to you and Hampton Roads Community 
Foundation.  
     Aboard the barge, students’ hands-on 
investigations include how salinity and 
temperature changes could affect blue crabs. 
Focusing on the species brings a special 
enthusiasm to an issue as complex as rising 
sea levels, says Robin Dunbar, Deputy 
Director – Education, Elizabeth River Project. 
“I think it’s because there’s such a culture and 
heritage with the blue crab that goes back so 
far in our history… Everybody has seen them; 
they’re beautiful and interesting and we want 
to know more.”
   “Bye!” the students chorused to the small 
crab as Wicker sent it sailing overboard.
     Find out more about Project Blue Crab from 
Robin Dunbar at rdunbar@elizabethriver.org. 
Consider a special Year-End gift to support all our 
education and restoration programs.      

Blue crab lessons part of year-long learning through your support

Ray Wicker (L) and Cody Powell help present Project Blue Crab from their crab boat.
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Joe Rieger (L), Elizabeth River Project, and Walter Priest, Living River Restoration Trust board, identify 
fish at Money Point in Chesapeake. Species increased from four to 26 after partners restored wetlands and 
cleaned contamination. Photo: Morgan Heim

Y ou could smell the raw tar pooled on 
the bottom of the river, creating dead 

zones. The site on the industrialized Southern 
Branch drew graduate students in droves to 
document fish deformity and disease.
     That was before the Elizabeth River 
Project, along with a sister non-profit, the 
Living River Restoration Trust and more 
than a dozen industry, community and 
government partners spent the last decade 
revitalizing “Money Point” in Chesapeake. 
Results have now been recognized as one 
of four national winners of  “Best Restored 
Shore” from the American Shore and Beach 
Preservation Association.
     “The fish populations responded 
magnificently,” says Walter Priest, a wetland 
scientist on the board of the Trust who 
traveled to South Carolina to accept the 
award Oct. 23. He helped design the site’s 
thriving restored wetland and adjacent 
“living cap,” sand and wetlands placed over 
lower levels of contamination. More

significant contamination was removed in 
two phases with one more to go.
     Priest and Joe Rieger, who managed the 
project as deputy director for the Elizabeth 
River Project, seined the shoreline before and 
after these efforts. A paltry four species lived 
there before revitalization, but afterwards 

nets teemed with 26 species, from speckled 
trout to shrimp and puppy drum.
     “You point Mother Nature in the right 
direction, and she takes over,” Priest 
concludes. 
Keep the progress going for restoration of the 
Elizabeth River with your special year-end gift. 

Winner, “Best 
Restored Shore”
Thanks to you, fish species 
increased from four to 26


