
The healing sight and sound of water
S ometimes you need to DO for those you 

love, and sometimes you just need to rest 
in that love.
 

Summer 2020 – ANNUAL REPORT ElizabethRiver.org
Mudflats

Listen to Skye Zentz perform her original RIVER SONG at 
ElizabethRiver.org/LoveLiz. She grew up on Knitting Mill 
Creek. She says she’s “giving the river a voice.”  See how 
we’ve set her song to your #LoveLiz river posts.

Thank you for uplifting posts, uniting us in our common love for our home river

As the world turned upside down this spring, we 
launched #LoveLiz to invite you to rest in our 
common love for our home river. Science said it 
might be good for you.
“The mere sight and sound of water can induce
a flood of neurochemicals that promote wellness, 
increase blood flow to the brain and heart and 
induce relaxation,” reports Wallace Nichols,
 author of Blue Mind.
WOW how you’ve responded. Throughout this 
issue, we’re sharing some of the wellness-inducing 
river moments you’ve posted at #LoveLiz on 
Facebook, Instagram and ElizabethRiver.org/
LoveLiz - and cheering you on to post more.

Michael Dolsey of Norfolk shared this journey on Instagram for our #LoveLiz initiative. See constantly 
updated posts and share yours at elizabethriver.org/loveliz.

Glen Pizzanello (not pictured) and Warren 
Reese (left) of Chesapeake posted this on 
#LoveLiz. They give frequent fishing tips on 
their social media site, Run the Marsh.
“We have been fishing the Elizabeth River for 
nearly 20 years. Over time, we have seen the 
river gain so much clarity. The speckled trout 
have returned in very healthy numbers,” 
Glen told us. Share your river love.

“Under the new VA executive order, fishing counts as 
obtaining food. So go fellow Virginians, obtain that 
food! The fish are very shallow, mirrolures did the 
trick, God bless.” #LoveLiz 

Fishing counts

The newsletter exclusively for         supporters of the Elizabeth River Project

Walter Rieger’s stay-home break 
#LoveLiz

https://www.facebook.com/ElizabethRiverProject/
Deb
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https://elizabethriver.org/loveliz
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Mudflats is the newsletter of the Elizabeth River 
Project, a membership-based non-profit working 
to restore the Elizabeth River through citizen, 
government and business partnerships. “Mudflats” 
refers to that slippery, biologically active zone 
where land and water meet, symbolizing our search 
for common ground among diverse interests.

757-399-RIVR (7487)
elizabethriver.org

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson
Executive Director

From the Executive Director

Mission – To restore the Elizabeth River to the highest practical level of 
environmental quality through community, business and government partnerships.
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I n the chill of a spring Sunday morning, I go 
paddle boarding with my white lab, Sallee, 

crouched still on the bow, her nose following the 
birds lifting up in constant punctuation to our 
journey.

We pass the wetlands and oyster reefs Elizabeth 
River Project helped restore along the Virginia 
Zoo shore. A kingfisher flits before us, tree to tree. 
Red-winged blackbirds chortle, swaying, atop 
marsh grasses.  Along a shoreline restoration we 
completed with a homeowner, the green heron, a 
chunky bird with a rusty breast, sits motionless on a 
branch.

Social distance together as one flock.
Take your photo next to the One Flock statues 
at Paradise Creek Nature Park and post it at 
elizabetriver.org/LoveLiz.

(L) “Pics from our homeschooling fieldtrip…
nature learning!” #LoveLiz
- Carolyn Hutchings Holland, April 17, 2020

Thank you for considering a special 
donation to keep our work strong if you 
are able.  Return the attached card or visit 
elizabethriver.org.

The wind picks up, ruffling the river. The board 
makes a satisfying slap, lifting and falling as we 
cut across the waves. A man and two small girls 
are sharing binoculars on a pier.  “We came out 
to see the birds. We didn’t expect to see a dog,” 
he calls.
As I turn home, the chatter of birds in the 
wetlands is almost as loud as the organ music I 
also hear from an outdoor speaker on the opposite 
shore, and I am unexpectedly happy amid the 
crisis. I feel an abiding gratitude for you; 
donors, partners, staff and board, for decades 
of ecosystem restoration that helped bring this 
morning to its rich swell of life.
Almost home, I see my neighbor on her deck.  I 
ask her to take a picture of me for the Elizabeth 
River Project’s  #LoveLiz campaign and One 
Flock sub-theme. You hold your arms wide, 
social distancing, but in solidarity with our One 
Flock sculptures at Paradise Creek Nature Park, 
where humans seem to take flight with metal blue 
herons. Benediction: Moments after I resume 
paddling, a real blue heron glides overhead.
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Crisis or no, you 
made me happy 
on this morning 
journey. 

Officers – Board of Directors
President 
Frank Daniel, Retired Regional Director, VA Dept of 
Environmental Quality
Vice-President 
Joshua Harris, Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor, 
Merrill Lynch 
Treasurer
Phil Stedfast, Operations Manager, Kinder Morgan Elizabeth 
River Terminals  
Secretary
Melissa Page Deutsch, Certified Personal Development 
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Max Bartholomew, Regional Manager, Dominion Energy 
Aimee Batten, Community Leader
Thomas Berkley, Shareholder, Pender & Coward PC 
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Bruce Bradley, Retired Landmark Communications, Former 
President and Publisher, The Virginian-Pilot 
J. Robert Bray, Former Executive Director, Virginia Port Authority
Graham Covington, Owner and President, Covington Contracting 
Paul G. English, Retired Professor of Business Mangement, TCC
Matt Fine, Owner, The Safe Place
Ann Fitzgibbon, Community Leader 
Susan Goode, Community Leader,
The Hon. Mamie Johnson, Norfolk City Council
John Keifer, Retired Director of Norfolk Public Works
Wendy McGrady, Executive Vice-President, The Curtis Group
Judy Perry, Partner, Re:Design LLC
Josh Priest, Planner, Base Development Group of the Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command 
The Hon. Debbie Ritter, Chesapeake City Council
Amelia Ross-Hammond,  former Virginia Beach City Council 
The Hon. John Rowe, Mayor of Portsmouth
Louis F. Ryan, Retired General Counsel, Landmark
Joseph J. Thomas, COL. USACE (Ret.), Former District 
Engineer 
Michael Unger, Associate Professor, VA Institute of 
Marine Science 
The Hon. Dr. Theresa Whibley, Senior partner of Women Caring
Lauren Wolcott, Shareholder, Lauren V. Wolcott, CPA, P.C.

Staff
Marjorie Mayfield Jackson, Executive Director
Pamela Boatwright, Deputy Director - Administration
River Star Businesses Program Manager
Joe Rieger, Deputy Director - Restoration
Robin Dunbar, Deputy Director - Education
Susan Smith, Director of Development and Communications
Katherine Reader, Director of Finance
John Harbin, Living River Trust Administrator
Barbara Gavin, River Star Homes Program Manager
Samantha Miller, Membership Coordinator, Office Manager
Casey Shaw, Grassroots Coordinator
Summer Brown, Learning Barge Manager
Mary Bennett, River Star Homes Conservation Specialist
Yolima Carr, Conservation Landscape Curator
Tara Honey, Sustainability Associate
Sarah McBride, Resilient Youth Coordinator I
Janet Goldbach Ehmer, Youth Resilience Coordinator II
Kayla Gradwell, Senior Educator
Ian Ambs, Restoration Assistant
Phoebe Murrell, River Star Homes and Admin Assistant
Larry LaPell, Park Naturalist / Environmental Educator
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Living River Trust preserves 500 acres of pristine land

Part of 500 acres added to the Great Dismal Swamp Refuge. Photo: 
David Gibson

“Easter Brunch cannot be stopped by quarantine.” #LoveLiz   - brunchinbrad“Because we could all use more rainbows right about now." #LoveLiz
- Rodney Riddle, Scott's Creek, Portsmouth

“Singing male marsh wren at the Money Point restoration site”  - Dave Gibson

W hile the rest of the environmental 
movement chafed at home this 

Earth Day, our sister non-profit, the Living 
River Trust, celebrated something huge: 
The transfer of 500 acres of forest to the 
Great Dismal Swamp Wildlife Refuge, to 
be protected forever.
The Elizabeth River Project salutes the 
Trust for protecting this enormous swath 
of forest on the southern edge of the 
Elizabeth River ecosystem. The land not 
only will aid wildlife and recreation but 
protect water quality. “We’re thrilled,” 
said John Harbin, Trust administrator – 
and he should be. The Trust is fast gaining 

traction as the only locally based land trust 
in South Hampton Roads.
The Living River Trust is on the lookout 
for both landowners and community 
representatives interested in discussing 
how to protect high-value open space in 
perpetuity. And transferring ownership 
of the land is not the only option. A 
“conservation easement” is another 
option that allows the landowner to retain 
ownership and gain tax benefits.
Find out more: livingrivertrust.org, or 
jharbin@elizabethriver.org.
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Deepest thanks to our donor societies

$100,000 & Above - Organizations
Bradley Family Fund of Hampton
   Roads Community Foundation
Hampton Roads Community
   Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife
   Foundation
National Oceanographic and
   Atmospheric Administration - 
   Project Blue Crab
TowneBank Foundation

$100,000 and Above – Individuals
Anonymous
Aimee & Frank Batten, Jr.
Louis F. & Prudence Ryan

50,000 to $99,999 - Organizations
Beazley Foundation
Dollar Tree Foundation
Windward Foundation
50,000 to $99,999 - Individuals
David & Susan Goode
Henry & Angelica Light
$25,000 to $49,999 - Organizations Virginia Institute of Marine Science

25,000 to $49,999 - Individuals
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Covington
Matt & Karen Fine
Charles W. & Bonnie Moorman
$10,000 to $24,999 - Organizations
BAE Systems Ship Repair, Inc.
Elizabeth River Crossings
HRSD
Luck Companies Foundation
Norfolk Southern
$10,000 to $24,999 - Individuals
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Daniel
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Harris
Cynthia Faschini & 
   Andrew Wallach  

$5,000 to $9,999 - Individuals
David Bernd
George Y. Birdsong
Bruce & Lilly Bradley
J. Robert Bray
Dr. & Mrs. Brian & 
   Melissa Deutsch
Conrad Hall
Alan Gollihue & Elizabeth Killam
Oriana McKinnon
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Meredith
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Neikirk
Judy & Steve Perry
Lynn Schoenaum

$5,000–$9,999 - Organizations
Clearfield MMG, Inc
Enviva Port of Chesapeake
General Dynamics Nassco-Norfolk
James L. Camp IV Foundation
Norfolk State University
Pender & Coward
Shearwater Foundation
Wheelabrator Portsmouth
$2,500–$4,499 - Individuals
Graham Covington
Robert & 
   Marjorie Mayfield Jackson
Kitty Whitman & Louis Jaffe
Stephen Leaman
Chuck & Jean Townsend
Betty & John Trinder 
Dr. Theresa & Mr. Rod Whibley

$1,500–$4,999 - Organizations
Buckeye Partners, L.R.
Carl W. Mangum, Jr & Marguerite 
S. Mangum Fund of the
   Hampton Roads Community
   Foundation
CSX Transportation, Inc.

Duke University.
Environmental Concerns, Inc.
Host Terminals
Martha & Susan Goode – 
   David R. Goode Charitable Lead 
   Annuity Trust
Norfolk Dredging
Waste Management
Wilbanks Smith & Thomas
$1,000–$2,499 - Individuals
Dottie Ballard
RADM Charles J. & Susan Beers 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bishop
Pam Boatwright & Don Gulliver
Blake Bailey & Mary Brinkmeyer 
Mrs. Joan Brock 
John Arrigo & M. Anne Carney 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Colpitts 
Mr. & Mrs. John Ellis, Jr.
Paul English 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid Ervin 
Ms. Francesca Firek 
Mr. W.T. Gray & Donna Phaneuf 
James Gwathmey 
Sally & Ron Hartman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Host II
Thomas G. Johnson Jr. 
Chris & Michelle Kastner 
Bob Layton 
Ada & Allen Lester 
Mr. Harry T. Lester 
John & Ruth Martin 
Wendy McGrady 
Mr. & Mrs. Colin & Patt McKinnon 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Meredith 
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Priest
Katherine Reader
Ms. Ann D. Reed 
Mr. F. Scott & Michele Ripley 
The Hon. Debbie & Ron Ritter  
Ron Hartshorn & Nancy Ronald
Barbara Sasser  
Mr. & Mrs. John Shannon 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew & 
   Traci Shepard 
Mr. Conrad Shumadine 
Phil Stedfast
Joe & Petra Thomas
Mary Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Phil & 
   Mary Ann Walzer 
Mr. G. Dudley Ware  

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne & 
   Ashlin Wilbanks 
Mr. & Mrs. Rolf & 
   Beth Williams 
Lauren Wolcott 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken & Nancy Wren, Sr. 

Seahorse Society $1,000 - $1,499 
Organizations
Bay Environmental, Inc.
Bay Diesel & Generator Corp.
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Norfolk Tug Co.
Perdue Agribusiness LLC
Port of Virginia
Randy Vaughan Family Trust
Virginia Native Plant Society
Virginia Pilot Association

Seahorse Society $500 - $999 
Individuals
Drs. Joyce Neff & Robert Ake
Nany Bangel
Mr. & Mrs. Roy W. Cherry
The Hon. & Mrs. Jack Clarkson
Ann Fitzgibbon
Dr. Lucy Spigel Herman
Ms. Gayle Hicks
The Hon. Mamie Johnson
John Keifer
Dr. Mark & Elizabeth Lawson
Ms. Paula Long
Mrs. C. Denise Maples
Mr. John & Kimberly McCraw
Samantha & Bryan Miller
Ms. Grace E. Moran
Dr. Donald & Tessa Nuss
Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond
The Hon. John L. & 
   Carol Rowe, Jr.
Jason Simpson
Thomas D. St. Andre and 
   Dr. Saundra Winstead 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Cindy Tuttle
Mike Unger
 

The Elizabeth River Project is proud to recognize members of our leadership giving societies.  Thank you for 
contributing $500 or more annually to support our award-winner restoration and education programs. Welcome 

members of our new Seahorse Society!  Join us! For more information about our donor societies, contact  
Susan Smith at at 757-399-7487 (o) or 757-407-1406 (c) or ssmith@elizabethriver.org.

Contributions received from October. 1, 2019 – April 20, 2020



$500-$999- 
Organizations
Accurate Marine
  Environmental
Atlantic Dominion 
  Distributors
Checkered Flag
Cooper Hurley Injury 
  Lawyers
Colonial Pipeline
Lions Club of Norfolk
Lyon Shipyard
Norfolk Redevelopment 
  & Housing Authority
RRMM Architects
Sertoma Club of Norfolk
Smartmouth Brewing Co.
Thomas Tye & Associates
VHB

$499 & Under- 
Organizations
Christ & St. Luke’s
  Episcopal Church - 
Caring for Creation
  Commonwealth of 
  Virginia Campaign
Elizabeth River Good  
 Sams RV Chapter 
Green Pine Garden Club 
Portsmouth Boating 
  Center
Virginia Tech
Winn Nursery of Virginia
Woman’s Club of South 
Norfolk

$499 & Under 
Individuals 
Christine Abelein 
Mr. & Mrs.
  Kenneth & 
  Anne Ablett 
Sharon Q. Adams 
Larry Airline 
Daniel Allen 
Elizabeth Allen 
Captain Lawrence 
  Anderson, USN (RET)
Harry Anjoorian 
Matthew W. & Mary Arel
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander B. 
Atkins Jr.
Peggy Augustus 
Joanie Thayer & 
  Howdy Bailey 
Faye Bailey 
Margy Baker 
W. Gary & Susan Ball 
Anna Lee Bamforth 
Brad J. & Babbi J. Bangel
Willie Barnes Jr.
Mary Reid Barrow 
Ms. Margaret Bashara 
Kent Basnight 
Claire Beasley 
Denise Bell 
Carlotta & 
  Charles Bell Jr.
Mary Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. David & 
  Judith Best 
Cheryl Bilbo 
Barry Bishop 

Dr. & Mrs. 
  William Spaur Bizot 
Mrs. Cindy Blankenship 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  Michael Bohan 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Arthur Brandriff Jr.
Wes Bray 
Anne Brooke 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  Townsend Brown, Jr.
Summer Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Carleton Bryant 
Mr. William Bunch 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & 
  Beverley Burchette 
David Burdige 
Mrs. Hunter Burt 
Ryan Byrne 
Bill Cabell 
Betty Callahan 
Patrick & 
  Karen Callahan 
Rebecca Carmichael
Frank Campbell 
Ms. Nancy Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. John &
   Jeanne Carlock 
Yolima Carr 
Charles H. & 
  Rinda B. Chamberlayne
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Warren Channel 
Tom & Allison Cholis 
Missy & David Clark 
Chris & Kathy Clark 
Mr. Lewis Cobb, Jr.
Lucinda Lynn Earle & 
Michael Cole 
Bill & Peggy Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Charles & 
  Bettie Cooper 
Betty Cotten 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  W. Claiborne Coupland
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Allan Crandall 
Dr. J. Parker & 
  Annah Cross, Jr.
Robert Daniel 
Barbara Darden 
Michael K. Davis 
Paul Degaraff 
Barry Long & 
  Guyline DesRosiers 
Eric Matherne & 
  Jacque Dessino 
Anne Shewan &
  Michael Dinniman 
Richard & Jay Dooling
J.C. Douglass
Rick & Nancy Downing
Dr. & Mrs. Frank
   Downing 
Roy & Carol Dudley 
Ms. Shela Edmonds 
Gene Edwards III
Curtis Elswick 
Ken & Linda Engler 
Randy & 
  Marie Bundy Estabrook
James Eure 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
  & Cindy Ewing 

WL & Nina Fenska 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Greg & Shelly Fiden 
Annette Field 
Paul Finch 
CAPT Joanne Fish 
Ms. Ellen Folkama 
John & Sharah Ford 
R. Malcolm & 
  Martha Frances Fortson
Thomas V. & 
  Jane L. Fowler 
Richard & 
  Debby Freeman 
Ronald & Sue Fritz 
Phillip Gale 
Ms. Joan Garrett 
Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky
Matthew Gernand 
Dr. Lucy & Paul Gibney
David Gibson 
William Gibson 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  Robert Given 
Janet Goldbach 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Howard Gordon 
Kayla Gradwell 
Jack & Isma Granger 
Mr. Jim Grantz 
Bridget Greaves 
Mrs. Lynn Greenfield 
Bill Gregory 
Benn Griffin 
Michael Grim 
R.B. & Patricia Grinnan III
Barbara Grow 
Mary E. Grubb 
Tina Gustin 
John Harbin 
William S. Hargroves 
Mr. Willie Harris 
David Hartman 
Brenda Hartmann 
Kelly Harvey 
The Hon. & Mrs. James
   & Claudia Hawks 
Leigh Hayes 
John & Carol Head 
Louis Henry 
Megan Hickey 
Mr. James Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick &
   Mary Helen Hilton 
Gabel Himmelwright 
Thomas Hirsch 
Heather Hollowell 
Bob Honey 
Mr. & Mrs. David F.
   & Bridget Host Jr.
Mike Host 
Harold & 
  Brenda Hostetler 
Clare Houseman 
Sara Howard 
Luana Hugel 
Ms. Julie Hurst 
George & 
  Saundra Imel III
Marshall & Jean Jackson
Anne Cary Jacob 
Nancy Jacobson 
Ms. Elizabeth Janik 
Sheila Jessen 

Karen Johnson 
Mary Johnston 
D. Watt Jones 
Mrs. Elisabeth Jones 
Mr. George Jones 
Mr. Gerald Julian, Jr.
Charles Kessler 
Mr. Mehdi Khorrami 
Sara & Tim Kidd 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert &
   Marjorie Kidd 
Ms. Janet Kim 
Kathy King 
Mr. & Mrs. John Kise 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee & 
Virginia Kitchin 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Judson Knecht 
Alexis Koelling 
John Koivisto 
David Koubsky 
Thomas Kuntz 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert &
  Carol Laibstain 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  W. Michael Lane 
Mark Lanier 
Larry LaPell 
Dr. Page R. Laws 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
  & Shirley Leafe 
Cornelia Lee 
Nancy Levin 
Mr. Troy Lewis 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  Edward Lilly 
Jeanine Lindberg 
Lauri Little 
Eric Loescher 
George Londeree 
Mr. Duane Lougee 
Ms. Cary Lynch 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Benjamin Lynch, Jr.
Hank Malcolm 
Sara Maley 
Charesa Mangin 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  Robert Mann 
Philip & 
  Margaret Mann 
Patty Bennett & 
  Mark Marino 
Kenneth & Julie Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Ed & 
Maureen Marroni 
Taya Barnett & 
  Steven Martin 
William Matuszeski 
Sarah McBride 
Elizabeth McClure 
Maureen McKnight 
Ms. Patricia McMichael
Alison McNaught 
Mr. Michael McPhillips 
Captain & Mrs. 
  Kenneth Meek, USN, Ret.
Mr. Chris & 
  Kate Melhuish 
Marcy Messick 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H.
   & Jaqueline Meurer 
Ryan Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. William &
   Joan Miller 
Dr. Julius Miller, M.D.
Nick Mills 
Judy & Bill Miner 
Jeff & Danielle Miskill
Mr. & Mrs. Judith & 
  Barry Mitchel 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & 
  Mary Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenwood & 
  Cynthia Morris 
Phoebe Murrell 
Betsy Bruce Murrell 
Ms. Sarah Nettleton 
Mr. Raymond Newlon 
Mr. Daniel Nichols 
Jane Nohava & 
  David Paige 
Mr. Paul Nolte 
Mr. & Mrs. William & 
Sharon Nusbaum 
Mr. Brian O’Neil 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Oberle
Barbara Ohmsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Dudley & 
  Kimberley Olcott 
William L.  Old III
John Oliver 
Daniel Omahen 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & 
  Frances Ossman 
Richard G. Parise 
Mr. & Mrs. William Parker
Maya Patel 
Kathy & William Paton
Elizabeth Paul 
Mrs. Mollie Payne 
Jane Pellegrino 
Theresa Pereira 
Melody Persinger 
Alice Persons 
Mr. John Peters 
Ann Phillips 
Ms. Sarah Pishko 
Mr. Marc Poutasse 
Sonia Powell 
Jon & Gail Powers 
Mr. & Mrs. 
   Walter Priest III
Mr. & Mrs. 
   William Prince 
Mr. William Rachels 
William & Kristine Rand 
Jennifer Raymond 
David Redinbaugh 
Joseph & Karen Reynes
Mr. & Mrs. 
   Richard Reynolds V
Mr. & Mrs. Allan 
Reynolds Jr.
Glenda Richard 
Ms. Karen Richards 
Rodney Riddle 
Dr. Sue Rieger 
Mr. Terry Riley 
Ms. Edith Robertson 
Susan Robertson 
Charles & 
  Katherine Robison III
Mrs. Martha Rollins 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter &
   Jo Anne Rooks 

Cindy Rose 
Dr. & Mrs. 
  John Rosenman 
Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond
Uta Rowe 
Renee Russell 
Ms. Wanda Russo 
Mr. & Mrs. Marty & 
  Joyce Ryan 
Nancy H. Salyer 
Mark H. Sauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Whitney 
  & Ellen Saunders 
Grace Saunders 
Mr. & Mrs. David & 
  Angela Savage 
Brooke Schaab 
Marilyn Schluter 
Al & Denise Schnitzer
Dale Schober 
Mr. & Mrs.
  Carl Sciortino 
Jeannette Seagraves 
Mr. Wayne Settle 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene & 
  Dottie Seward 
Miss Elisabeth Seyller 
Louis & Carol Sherman
Daniel Shomaker 
David & Garnett Shores
Brett & Francie Siegfried
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & 
  Harriet Siff 
Phillip Smith 
Martha Smith 
Stephen Smith & Wendy 
Bradfield Smith 
Susan Smith 
Ms. Gloria & 
  Glenn Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert &
   Shirley Sondej 
Mr. & Mrs. Helmut & 
   Mary Lou Speckheuer
Elaine & 
  Charles Spence 
Guy St. John 
Mr. Franklyn L. Stanfield
Mr. David & Deborah 
  Stearns 
Carl Sterzing 
The Honorable 
  Robert W. Stewart 
Jean Stimphil 
Mr. Bruce Strattner 
Stephanie Sugioka 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  David Sutelan 
James & Virginia Taylor
Tim & B.J. Taylor 
Louise Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. 
  Robert Temme, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony
  & Ann Thiel 
Russell J. Thorne 
Bill Tiernan 
Mrs. Diane Torrech 
Ms. & Mrs. Christine 
  & Ian Woollett Truman 
Jane Tucker 
Ulrike Rumpf & Steven 
Argroves 

William & 
  Laura Ungerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Luther J. &
  Ellen Upton III
Anne & Joseph Urbi 
Vivien Valentine 
Donna & 
  Jeff Van Keuren 
Ms. Emogene Vaughn 
Alan & Linda Vigneault
Charles E. Vogan Jr.
Neil & Pat Walsh 
Mr. John Wass 
LCDR (Ret.) & 
  Mrs. Ray Weber 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward J. &
  Janis C. Weisberg 
Commander & Mrs.
  Edward Whealton, Jr.
  USN Ret.
Drs. Larry & 
  Jackie White 
David & Cathy White 
Mrs. & Mr. Linnea &
  Mo Whitlow 
Jayne Whitney 
H. Waller Whittemore 
Mr. & Mrs. William &
  Barbara Willey, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry & 
  Twila Wilson 
Mr. Barclay Winn 
Capt. & Mrs.
  Michael Winslow, USN
Dr. Melvin H. Winter 
Bill Wolf 
Jean Woodward 
Mr. Thurman Worthington
Edith Wright 
Mr. Carlisle M. Wroton

IN-KIND DONATIONS
A-Team Volunteers
BAE Systems Ship
  Repair, Inc.
Bay Environmental
Bob & Jeanne Zentz
Doody Calls
Dr. John Joyce
Elizabeth River 
   Garden Club
Faye Bailey
HRSD
Inside Business Hampton 
  Roads Business News
Luck Stone
Kinder Morgan Elizabeth 
River Terminals
Mariner’s Museum
Nauticus
Norfolk Botanical Garden
Robins Maritime
Science Museum of
  Virginia
Skye Zentz
Virginia Aquarium
Virginia Institute of
  Marine Science
Virginia Zoo
Vulcan Materials Co.
Walter Priest
Wicker’s Crab Pot

Deepest thanks to our members
Contributions received from October. 1, 2019 – April 20, 2020
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Donors giving in memory of
Peggy Augustus giving in memory of Betty Beryl Schenk
Bonnie Gordon-Rabinowitz giving in memory of Viola Green
Teresa Hahn giving in memory of Pablo Hahn, Sr.
Greg & Gaye Hall giving in memory of Emma Ramsey
Stephen Leaman giving in memory of Miss Gill Leaman
Elizabeth Outland Branner giving in memory of Margaret M. Outland
Maya Patel giving in memory of Lilavanti R. Patel
F. Scott & Michelle Ripley giving in memory of Francis Riley
Jean and Chuck Townsend giving in memory of Peter H. Coley
Thurman & Mary Worthington giving in memory of  B.B. Schenk

 Special Tributes

Donor Spotlight - Fun on the fly

K endall Osborne, valued donor and 
avid fly fisherman, posted this “fun 

catch,” as he describes it, for our #LoveLiz 
campaign.  He’s lived in Norfolk on the 

Lafayette branch of the Elizabeth since 
the 1990s. He says it’s wonderful to see 
the return of fish, mussels and abundant 
breeding oysters. “Count the otters, minks, 

rabbits, raccoons, and other land animals 
to the birds, and there’s an incredible and 
largely healthy wild environment right here 
in the city.” 

“No quarantines were violated in the taking of this photo. This outing was required for health (mental) reasons.” #LoveLiz
 – Kendall Osborne, Norfolk

We are opening a 
NEW LOCATION 
5205 Colley Avenue 
(target date June 15)

… But we haven’t left Portsmouth!
Visit our education headquarters, 

expanding soon at 
Paradise Creek Nature Park, 

1141 Victory Blvd.

Stay tuned for exciting news soon about 
our purchase of the old American Legion 

building on Colley!

 

Elizabeth River 
Project Expanding

“Kayaking on the river allowed us to spend a beautiful day with family, especially with my 
grandchildren! Being in kayaks allows us to be together and at same time social distancing. 
We even saw two otters or maybe mink that day!! Best day ever!” #LoveLiz
     - Deb Foytik

Donors giving in honor of  
Diana and Ken Bailey giving in honor of Madison and Ryan Bailey
Margaret Bechelli giving in honor of Walter Priest    
Michael Bechelli giving in honor of Frank Daniel, Frank Stanfield, Walter Priest, 
Sean Priest & Josh Priest
Frank & Susan Daniel giving in honor of Jim & Karen Jones Squires
R. Malcolm & Martha Frances Fortson giving in honor of  Fred & Mrs. Carolyn Ayers,
Judy Perry & RADM & Mrs. Edward S. McGinley
Josh Harris giving in honor of Jim & Karen Jones Squires
Dr. & Mrs. A. R. Guthrie giving in honor of Ray Moses
Mr. Stephen Leaman giving in honor of Pam Boatwright
Mr. & Mrs. John & Kimberley McCraw giving in honor of Chuck & Elaine Spence, 
John & Cynthia McCraw & Connie Koenenn 
Steve & Judy Perry in honor of Jim & Karen Jones Squires 
Dr. Albert Roper II giving in honor of Robin Dunbar
Elaine & Charles Spence giving in honor of Amy McCraw

 Financials



“No quarantines were violated in the taking of this photo. This outing was required for health (mental) reasons.” #LoveLiz
 – Kendall Osborne, Norfolk

“Our national symbol, once near extinction, recovered 
when we put our hands to saving them.” #loveliz
 - Original drawing by Lynn Gilbert

“My hammock spot is on the Hague. But due to social 
distancing (a family was sitting on the bench near the only 
tree that works for hammocks) I was forced to relocated to 

Beechwood Park- Still enjoyed a nice stroll by the water!
‘Twas a lovely island of peace day!” #LovLiz

- Mary Bennett 
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Deep Eddy
Better than a clock, this river
sweeping past my window,
first gathering the inward tide
then emptying as it ebbs.

And under a late summer sun
sometimes a fish leaps free
from the surface, an egret
glides low doublings its figure
into bows:

one tipped up to cup the sky,
one tipped down to scoop the depths
and me at my desk, a witness
to wonder, how it pierces time
like a heron’s beak.
 - Wendi White, Norfolk (Hear her read  
Deep Eddy at elizabethriver.org/loveliz.)

“Living the adventure life.” #loveliz - Molly Marder
 

The Elizabeth River Project Statement of Activities
Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2019      
      
Unrestricted revenues and other support      
   Grants and contributions   850,754    
   Program income   200,907    
   Membership dues       61,529    
   Other income         2,706    
   Interest income              40    
   Change in provision of 
   uncollectible pledges             620    
   Net assets released from restrictions    997,144    
    2,113,700      
Expenses      
   Program services    1,681,575    
   Management and General     420,002    
   Fundraising      126,576    
      
    2,228,153        
Change in unrestricted net assets      (114,453)   
      
Temporarily restricted net assets      
   Grants and contributions      958,473    
   Contributions         12,382    
   Gain (loss) from beneficial interest 
   in assets held by others          25,475    
   Net assets released from restrictions          (997,144)   
      
Change in net assets without donor restrictions     (814)   
        
Change in net assets       (115,267)   
      
Net assets - beginning of year    1,359,953          
Net assets - end of year     1,244,686    

The Elizabeth River Project 
Statement of Financial Position 
Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2019 

Current Assets 
   Cash without donor restriction   197,014 
   Cash with donor restriction   246,927 
   Accounts receivable    188,347 
   Promises to give - net     55,430 
   Prepaid expenses        8 , 7 8 1 
Total Current Assets    696,499
Property and Equipment - Net      139,478 
Noncurrent Assets 
   Noncurrent promises to give - net      37,540 
   Other non-current assets     25,000 
   Beneficial interest in assets 
   held by others                       603,091 
                   1,501,608 
Current Liabilities 
   Accounts payable and 
   accrued expenses                        109,576 
   Current portion of 
   long-term debt                           29,075 
   Deferred revenue                            23,707 
Total Current Liabilities                       162,358   
Long-term Liabilities 
   Long-term debt - less current portion      94,564 
Total Liabilities                         256,922 
Net assets  
   Without donor restrictions                       129,375 
   Without donor restrictions, 
   board designated                           125,930 
   Without donor restrictions, invested 
   in property and equipment                        97,404
Total Net Assets without 
   donor restrictions                         352,709 
   With donor restrictions                             891,977 
Total Net Assets                       1,244,686 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets                1,501,608

Program services
Management and General
Fundraising

5.9 M lbs pollution 
reduced by businesses 134 River 

Star Businesses 
participating

5,700 
River Star 
Homes 
participating 

3,477 linear ft 
residential shore 
restored

25,333 
students 
reached

330 
schools 
participating

 Financials Last 12 months
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NEW! Kids’ River Reading Club
K ids! No need to stay stuck at home 

this summer. 
Take an imaginary journey with the Mole, 
who discovered in Wind in the Willows, 
“there is nothing – absolutely nothing 
– half so much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats,” or some of our 
other favorite nature books for children, 
such as Island of the Blue Dolphin.

Read 10 from our new list for the River
Reading Club at elizabethriver.org/kids. 
Our Princess Elizabeth will send you a 
royal bookmark – and you might win a 
free book!
This could help: Audible Amazon is 
offering free streaming right now of an 
enormous book collection. 

 

S he’d always meant to do it, but perhaps it 
makes sense that it took “this great pause,” 

as she puts it, for Princess Elizabeth to get around 
to creating an on-line version of her education 
treasure box.

          After all, she hails from the 1600s. That’s when 
the Elizabeth River was named for her 
and parchment was more in style.
She’s doing rather well adjusting to this 
century. Since the spring, she’s been 
posting “A Royal Minute” a week as 
a YouTube video for Elizabeth River 
Project’s new Virtual River School at 
elizabethriver.org/kids, where you’ll 
also find a growing list of original river 
activities for kids, from water quality 
testing to how to make a pelican puppet, 
as well as many favorites from education 
partners.
“We have been wanting to create 
this new education platform and this 
(Covid-19 stay-home orders) has allowed 

us to do that,” reports her highness, aka Robin 
Dunbar, Deputy Director – Education, Elizabeth 
River Project. 
Help us return to live education as soon as possible 
with our Learning Barge and Paradise Creek Nature 
Park. Your special gift would really help.

Virtual River School: Her Highness is in session!

G overnor Ralph Northam offered 
congratulations from the top as our 

participating business and government 
facilities documented this year’s total: 
Nearly six million pounds of pollution they 
voluntarily reduced before it could reach the 
Elizabeth River.
 “Together, we have made tremendous 
progress… It takes a village to be stewards of 
the environment,” said Northam, addressing 
the Elizabeth River Project’s annual River 
Star Businesses Recognition Luncheon Jan. 
23 at the Portsmouth Renaissance.
Naval Station Norfolk won River Star Hall 
of Fame, the top award, sponsored by Inside 
Business, for constructing a super-efficient, 
“combined heat and power plant,” completed 

in 2018, not only is decreasing greenhouse 
gas emissions – but is also saving the Navy 
$6.5 million a year in utility costs.
Recognized at four-star Model level in the 
program were Bay Environmental, Farmer 
John’s Market, Lyon Shipyard and Nauticus.  
Since the River Star Business program’s 
inception in 1997, 134 participating facilities 
have reduced pollution to the Elizabeth by 
356 million pounds and created or conserved 
more than 1,882 acres of wildlife habitat. 
Thank you for making this program 
possible with your generous support. Find 
out how your business can “star” in river 
stewardship: pboatwright@elizabethriver.org,   
RiverStarBusinesses.org.

Governor thanks businesses: “Tremendous progress”

“One Flock” pose for #LoveLiz: Charlie Hammer 
(L) and Robert Ficca, River Star Business,
BAE Systems Ship Repair

RiverStarBusinesses.org.
elizabethriver.org/kids,
elizabethriver.org/kids.
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