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Mud

Taylor third-graders meet a spider crab at one of the barge’s six learning stations.

 “They do not bite but they might tickle” - students meet critters aboard Learning Barge

flats
WINTER 2022-23

Thank you for a rousing return to live river lessons
Hayley White, educator aboard our 
Learning Barge, paces next to the  
long planter box where the barge’s live 
wetlands grow.   
“Can anyone tell me what a wetland is?” 
She asks a cluster of third-graders visiting 

her learning station, one of six spread 
across the 120-foot steel deck barge. It’s 
the first field trip many of the W.H. Taylor 
Elementary students have ever had, no 
thanks to COVID.  
“Maybe land that’s wet?” Ventures a girl 

with a long ponytail. Soon Hayley has them 
holding tiny periwinkle snails, one cupped 
in a hand of each tiny child.  
“Now I have some wetland animals with 
me today,” Hayley explains. “Now they 
do not bite but they might tickle a little. If 
you’re quiet they might come out of their 
shells a little bit.” The children are as quiet 
as they are able to be, given it’s a beautiful 
fall morning and they are floating on the 
Elizabeth River, learning river ecology.
 
Thank you, generous supporters, for 
making possible a rousing return to live 
field investigations aboard our Dominion 
Energy Learning Barge and along the 
forested shore of our Paradise Creek 
Nature Park, a partnership with the City of 
Portsmouth. By mid-fall, the Learning Barge 
was booked solid with more than 2,500 
expected while students of all ages began 
arriving for river stewardship lessons at our 
40-acre park.  
All Norfolk third-graders were expected 
on the barge. One Taylor teacher said it 

5205 Colley Ave., | Norfolk, VA 23508 | ElizabethRiver.org 

Cont’d p. 9

Cont’d p. 11

Behind one construction fence, an elevator 
shaft now reaches to the sky. That will 
be how you reach upper floors of the 
Elizabeth River Project’s Ryan Resilience 
Lab when it opens in fall 2023 on Knitting 
Mill Creek in Norfolk, ready to teach all 
ages how to adapt to rising seas in ways 
that protect the river and her people.

Twenty minutes away in Portsmouth, the 
walls and windows are roughed in for 
a new wing that will double the size of 
our Fred W. Beazley River Academy at 
Paradise Creek Nature Park. Opening in 
summer 2023, the expansion alongside 
the park’s revitalized forest and restored 
wetlands will expand our education 

New education facilities mark a new day
Portsmouth, Norfolk sites to open 2023, thanks to YOU

Walls, windows and a covered pavilion are 
up for the new wing of our River Academy in 
Portsmouth, thanks to you. 
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Mission – To restore the Elizabeth River to the highest 
practical level of environmental quality through community, 
business and government partnerships.

 
  Officers – Board of Directors 

  
President | Joshua Harris

Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor, Merrill Lynch  
Vice-President | Louis F. Ryan
Retired General Counsel, Landmark  

Treasurer | Ken Kimball
Senior Vice President, Lyon Shipyard  

Secretary | Melissa Page Deutsch
Certified Personal Development Coach; Owner, Inner Voice

Board of Directors 
  Dr. Javaune Adams-Gaston, President, Norfolk State University 

Max Bartholomew, Regional Manager, Dominion Energy (Ret.)
Aimee Batten, Community Leader 
David Bernd, CEO Emeritus, Sentara Healthcare
Frank Daniel, Retired Regional  
   Director, VA Dept of Environmental Quality 
Ann Fitzgibbon, Community Leader 
Susan Goode, Community Leader
Herb Haneman, President, Lindel Power Group
Garry Harris, President, Sustainability Solutions Group
Josh Priest, Planner, Base Development Group of the Naval
   Facilities Engineering Command
The Hon. John Rowe, Former Mayor of Portsmouth
Dr. Maynard Schaus, Professor of Biology and Environmental 
  Science, Virginia Wesleyan University
Phil Stedfast, Retired Operations Manager, Kinder Morgan 
  Elizabeth River Terminals
Joseph J. Thomas, COL. USACE (Ret.), Former District Engineer
Michael A. Unger, Professor, Virginia Institute of Marine Science
The Hon. Dr. Theresa Whibley MD, Tidewater Physicians for 
  Women & Former Norfolk City Council
David White, Executive Director, Virginia Maritime Association
Dr. Sarah Williams, Commissioner, City of Chesapeake &
   President, Covenant Way Wellness

Staff

I just walked onto my dock. A great blue 
heron lifted up, the largest heron in North 
America; enormous wings spread over the 
greying river as night fell.
Another day, before dawn, a long, dark 
shape swam toward the dock, just its nose 
glistening in the moonlight. It made the 
tiniest mewing sounds. This was a river otter, 
the sixth or seventh sighting this year for me 
when 30 earlier years went by with none. 
Who does not love the life of a river? Who 
does not covet to see a river otter again 
on these shores, urban though they are – 
but now recovering as they are, with the 
reward for three decades of education and 
restoration now to be seen in surprises 
emerging from the tides.
Yes, otters, swimming east and west, 
peering at me, the strange shore lifer. 
Otters observing the restored wetlands 
created for more than a mile across from 
my house, thanks to YOU and many 
partners.
Otters and seahorses, the stuff of 
aquariums and zoos. Our trawl survey 
teams pull up the seahorses and return 
them to the waters each monitoring 

season. You have brought them back to 
life on the Elizabeth River – you through 
your support of education and restoration 
programs enlisting 6,500 River Star Homes, 
more than 140 River Star Businesses and 
thousands upon thousands of school 
children who now care, thanks to you.
Often now, I sit still on the dock and just 
watch. I meant my new dock to be where 
I launch kayaks and the like. Instead I 
would rather simply watch the bald eagles 
circle and land in the trees, and watch the 
hooded mergansers, fall’s dignified ducks.
I watch and am grateful for our journey 
together; you humans and I and these 
creatures who create in us wonder and joy.
Stay with us. A restored river is worth every 
investment we can afford together.

 

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson,  
Executive Director
PS Children know the wonder of nature 
from birth. Your gift today will keep the 
wonder alive for us all. Thank you.

From the
Executive 
Director

“A long, dark shape swam toward the dock... 
It made the tiniest mewing sounds”

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson, Executive Director
Pamela Boatwright, Deputy Director - Administration; River Star 
Business Program Manager
Joe Rieger, Deputy Director - Restoration 
Robin Dunbar, Deputy Director - Education & Outreach
Mckenzie Arrington, Restoration Administrative Coordinator
Mary Bennett, Environmental Scientist 
Yolima L. Carr, Conservation Landscape Curator
Meghan Davis, River Star Homes Seasonal Assistant
Barbara Gavin, River Star Homes Program Manager
Janet Goldbach Ehmer, Resilient Youth Coordinator 
James Etheridge, Restoration Specialist
Kayla Gradwell, Volunteer Coordinator
Jaye Hughes, Human Resources Manager
Larry LaPell, Park Operations Manager
Summer Mace, Assistant Director of Education
Mary Mantey, Landscape Designer 
Sarah McBride, Park and School Outreach Coordinator 
Samantha Miller,  Environmental Field Foreman
Gabriella Olivieri, River Star Program Specialist
Katie Petersen, Senior Educator  
Jessica Pinsky, Office Manager 
Katherine Reader, Director of Finance
Susan Riley, Accounting Manager
Casey E. Shaw, Director of Marketing and Communications
Susan W. Smith, Director of Development
Katherine Willyerd, Recreation and Maintenance Aide

JOIN the Elizabeth River Project.  Our mission is made 
possible by generous members like you. Email Jessica Pinsky, 
jpinsky@elizabethriver.org, for membership questions. 
  

This entire mailing was printed on 100 % post consumer 
waste recycled paper with soy ink
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The lined sea horse is back in the 
Elizabeth, thanks to YOU, members 
and partners. Channel 13 was on board 
in September when our trawl survey 
captured and released one of 13 of the 
whimsical creatures that area scientists 
have encountered so far. In part it’s the 
oyster reefs we’ve installed to provide 
habitat, and efforts of many of you who 
are River Star Homes and River Star 
Businesses, doing your part to reduce 

pollution and restore wildlife habitat.  
“The increasing number of seahorses 
could offer a sign of how the tide is 
turning,” reporter Alex Littlehales said. 

“Seahorse populations on the bay are 
usually attributed to eelgrass in 
the middle bay,” says Casey Shaw, 
Director of Marketing. “That’s what 
makes their resurgence on the 
Elizabeth River so exciting. There’s no 

eelgrass here… We’re a major port. 
It’s incredible to think aircraft carriers 
are now steaming by oyster reefs with 
seahorses living on them.” 
Meanwhile, our learning barge crew 
was inspired by dolphins swimmming 
by November 9.

“A reminder of the resons we dio what 
we do, “ said the barge’s Summer Mace.

Welcome to the river’s horses, dolphins

 A pod of dolphins passes by our Dominion Energy Learning Barge, on the Eastern Branch of the river on Nov. 9. Education staff took a 
quick video, advising the rest of us to “mute if you don’t want to hear our gasps!” 

Casey Shaw (L), Elizabeth River Project staff, and Marcus Smaltz (R), intern, catch and release lined sea horses during a June trawl 
survey on the Lafayette branch of the Elizabeth. 
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New shoreline stopped erosion, brought dolphins
We see it with so many properties along 
the river. With each storm, sections of 
wetlands vital to the river’s health erode 
and disappear. Figuring out what to do 
can be a daunting and confusing process 
for any waterfront property owner.
Carrie Baker of Portsmouth, one of our 
River Star Homes, did not want to put in a 
bulkhead or rip-rap. “I wanted to protect 
my investment. But I also love birds and 
wildlife; so I thought it would be best to 
have a natural marsh ecosystem.”
Farther up the Western Branch in 
Portsmouth, Luana Hugel faced similar 
challenges as she watched her marsh 
erode away. Both Carrie and Luana 
found their way thanks to the streamlined 
shoreline restoration process developed 
by Elizabeth River Project’s restoration 
team. “You will not meet a more 
dedicated and professional group of 
people to help you preserve and protect 
your shoreline,” Luana says, praising help 
she and others received with everything 
from permitting to shared costs, thanks to 
our grant funding.
Both shorelines incorporated oyster 
castles, concrete blocks that stack 
together to provide oyster habitat and 
protect against erosion. After their 

installation, “We had zero loss of marsh 
grasses during the last hurricane. 
That’s a first!” says Luana. This fall, our 
restoration team returned to plant the 
steep  bank behind with hundreds of 
native blooming plants and grasses along 
with shrubs to feed the birds. Carrie had 
a new living shoreline with native wetland 
grasses planted behind her oyster 
castles. She has since photographed 
herons, kingfishers, and even dolphins off 
her shoreline.
For both River Stars, the project was 
about more than protecting her property. 

According to Luana, “ERP has helped us 
leave a legacy. Those who live on the 
river have a responsibility to be a good 
steward of it. Because we partnered with 
the Elizabeth River Project, we can trust 
that the health of the river will continue to 
improve.”
As sea levels rise, shorelines will be at 
greater risk. Act now so your shoreline 
won’t be in crisis.  Email Barbara Gavin, 
bgavin@elizabethriver.org, to get 
started on your river-friendly shoreline.

“I studied geology in school, and I understand that bulkheads are not the answer to erosion 
and rising sea levels,” says Carrie Baker who completed a living shoreline with the Elizabeth 
River Project. The oyster castles are already home to baby oysters.

These two River Star Homes in Portsmouth were among 21 that tapped into the guidance, technical assistance, and funding 
from our River Star Homes team to create healthier shores this busy restoration season. 

Despite milestone successes, there 
are miles still to go and constant new 
challenges to clean our urban river. 
This fall, the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality released a report 
summarizing water quality state-wide. 
The Mainstem and the Eastern Branch 
of the Elizabeth River, including Broad 
Creek and Indian River, continue to be 
listed as impaired for dissolved oxygen. 

When dissolved oxygen is low, generally 
relating to excess nutrients, it becomes 
difficult for fish and other aquatic life to 
survive.
Thank you for your membership support 
to continue our work with businesses, 
homes and schools to reduce pollution 
and restore the river’s natural filters, from 
wetlands and trees to oysters, even 

as rising seas present greater runoff 
pollution challenges.
Removing all areas of the river from the 
state’s list of impaired waters would be 
“a big step… a step that we work on 
every day,” says Joe Rieger, our Deputy 
Director – Restoration.
Please help. Return the enclosed card 
with your special gift today.

Impaired waters report: The need to restore the Elizabeth is still pressing
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Fly something beautiful - flag refresh

Volunteers honored for “ripple of change”

“My niece flew the first one, her 
small hands clutching the flagpole 
for my camera one early morning 
before school,” says Executive Director 
Marjorie Mayfield Jackson. Amelia’s 
away at college now, and after flying for 
6,500 homes committed to a cleaner 
river, our River Star Homes flag has 
been refreshed for a new era of river 
restoration.  
Our River Star Homes pledge to follow 7 
simple steps to make the Elizabeth River 
cleaner. Many go further to add backyard 
rain barrels, living shorelines, native 
plants and more - and often we help 
them do it, with grant funds and more.  
Other environmental groups have 
even adopted our flag-flying approach 
and much else our program entails, 
from Pearl Homes in Virginia Beach to 

as far away as Canada. “I remember 
getting my flag at RIVERFest in 
Colonial Place before I worked for the 
organization,” says Director of Marketing 
& Communications Casey Shaw. “Now 
I am thrilled to be on the other side of 
things to bring this bright, fresh flag to 
re-inspire and grow our community of 
river lovers.”

The flag might look different, but one 
thing remains the same. Your River Star 
Home flag indicates a resident who 
wants the river to be a healthy home – 
for dolphins, otters, and even seahorses. 
Fly something beautiful with your newly 
re-designed River Star Home flag.

Order your new River Star Home flag 
or join the program at elizabethriver.
org/river-star-homes.

Imagine singlehandedly keeping 500 
pounds of trash out of the river. Marie 
Jensen did. Or clocking 77 volunteer 
labor-intensive hours bringing the shore 
to life? Volunteer Austin Connito did - 
and he can tell you just how heavy an 
oyster castle or wheelbarrow of sand is! 
These are some of the countless stories 
and faces of volunteer work this year to 
restore our home river.  
This is what restoring an urban river 
looks like: A community of passionate 
individuals who hope for a cleaner river, 
but also put their time, sweat, energy, 
and heart into making it happen. We 
finally got the most dedicated batch 
(each with 15 volunteer hours or more 
this year) to set down the shovels and 
litter grabbers long enough to honor their 
achievements over this past year at our 
First Annual Volunteer Appreciation Party.  
Jimmy Entas took top honors as 
Elizabeth River Project’s 2022 
Volunteer of the Year. Jimmy has 
logged the most volunteer hours at 85 
hours (so far!) this year. He has helped 
with restoration projects, litter cleanups, 
and at Paradise Creek Nature Park. 
“He is a loyal, reliable, and dedicated 
volunteer!” - Kayla Gradwell, Volunteer 
Coordinator.  
“I love the Elizabeth River. I’m on and 
around it all the time on my bike, in 

my kayak, and on my feet. I think the 
wetland restoration and oyster castle 
projects that ERP does are not only 
amazingly cool, but also incredibly 
important to me and everyone else,” 
says Jimmy. “I am so grateful for 
what ERP has done. I have seen an 
improvement of the Lafayette River and 
to see results so quickly is so rewarding. 
Cleaning the streets is cleaning 
the waterways. I thank ERP for their 
continued battles and victories.”

“The ripple of change these volunteers 
are making has grown into an 
unstoppable wave for the Elizabeth 
River. Because of them, we are able to 
amplify our efforts and build a stronger, 
healthier river community,” says Kayla. 

2022 Elizabeth River Project  
Top Volunteer Honorees: 
Volunteer of the Year: Jimmy Entas 
Restoration Volunteer: Austin Connito 
Litter Cleanup Volunteer: Marie Jensen 
Spat Catcher Supreme: Julia Tye 
Paradise Creek Volunteers: The A-team 
Club Volunteers: Elizabeth River Garden Club 
River Star Business Volunteers of the Year: 
Pender and Coward  
Special thanks to event sponsor Cox 
Communications and host Smartmouth Brewing.  
Want to get involved as an Elizabeth River 
Project volunteer? Reach out to Volunteer 
Coordinator Kayla Gradwell, kgradwell@
elizabethriver.org, or sign at elizabethriver.
org/volunteer.

Volunteers of the year hold awards, surrounded by staff and board, Nov. 12 at our
first volunteer recognition event. 
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Deepest thanks to our donor circles
The Elizabeth River Project is proud to recognize members of our leadership giving circles.  Thank you for 

contributing $250 or more annually to support our award-wining restoration and education programs.  Join us!  
For more information, contact Susan Smith at 757-399-7487 or 757-407-1406 (c) or ssmith@elizabethriver.org.

       Pelican Circle
$500,000 and Above - Organizations
Aimee and Frank Batten, Jr. 
  Foundation 
Goode Family Foundation
The Landmark Foundation
Perry Family Foundation
TowneBank Foundation
$500,000 and Above – Individual
Anonymous
Aimee and Frank Batten, Jr. 
Jane P. Batten
Mrs. Joan Brock
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. and  
  Prudence H. Ryan
$100,000 -$499,999 – Organizations
Alison J. and Ella W. Parsons Fund 
    of the Hampton Roads
   Community Foundation 
Bradley Family Fund of the
   Hampton Roads Community 
   Foundation 
Dominion Energy Charitable 
   Foundation
Hampton Roads Community
   Foundation
Harvey Lindsay Family Foundation
Hampton Roads Sanitation District 
National Fish and Wildlife 
   Foundation
National Oceanographic and 
  Atmospheric Administration
SL Nusbaum Realty
Shea Family Foundation
$100,000 - $499,999 – Individuals
Carolyn and Richard Barry
Conrad M. Hall
Stephen Leaman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meredith, Sr.
Jean and Chuck Townsend
$50,000-$99,999 – Organizations
Birdsong Peanut Corporation 
Katherine and John Wynne  
   Family Fund
Hampton Roads Community 
   Foundation
NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office
Norfolk Southern Foundation
PRA Group
The Windward Foundation
$50,000-99,999 – Individuals
Helen and David Bernd
George Birdsong
Cynthia Faschini and 
   Andrew J. Wallach
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Meredith
Georgina R. and W. Sheppard 
   Miller III
Mr. and Mrs. Chris R. Neikirk

$25,000-49,999 – Organizations
Bank of America
Cox Communications
Luck Companies Foundation
Sentara Healthcare

Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Wells Fargo Foundation
$25,000-49,999 – Individuals
Deborah H. Butler
Susan and Norman Colpitts
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and 
   Karen Fine
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy and 
   Kathy Gadams
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Keilty
Suzanne and Vince Mastracco
Oriana McKinnon
Charlotte and Gil Minor
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Moorman
Lynn Cobb and Warren Richard
Betty and John Trinder
$10,000-24,999 – Organizations
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair, Inc. 
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund
Elizabeth River Crossings
Jane and Blair Wimbush Fund
K Plus Caulking & Waterproofing
Ray Schoenbaum Memorial Fund
Shearwater Foundation, Inc.
Virginia Pilot Association
VIRTEXCO 
$10,000-24,999 – Individuals
Dottie Ballard
Jane Marshall Bashara
Mr. J. Robert Bray
Mr. and Mrs. Susan and 
   Frank Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Glasser
Mr. and Mrs. David and 
   Susan Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Howard and 
   Sandra Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Josh S. Harris
Sally and Ron Hartman
Michael and Carolyn Kirsch
Dee and Harry Lester 
Patt and Colin McKinnon
Capt. and Mrs. Michael Nickelsburg
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Schaubach
Jim and Karen Jones Squires
Michelle and Mark Warden
Ashlin and Wayne Wilbanks
Mr. and Mrs. Rolf and Beth Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Blair and 
   Jane Wimbush
$5,000-9,999 – Individuals
Drs. Joyce Neff and Robert Ake 
Sarah and Bruce Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Bonnewell
Carol Bonser
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bruce and 
   Lilly Bradley
Graham Covington
Mr. and Mrs. Joe and 
   Janet Covington 
Dr. and Mrs. Brian and 
   Melissa Deutsch 
Ms. Joanna S. Fowler
Burr and Jennifer Henderson
Robert and 
   Marjorie Mayfield Jackson
Christopher and Michelle Kastner
Ed and Kathy Keil
Alan Gollihue and 
   Elizabeth Lane Killam 

Barbara McCready Parrish
Judy and Steve Perry
Randy and Lelia Graham Webb, Jr. 

 
  Mummichog Circle
$5,000-9,999 – Organizations
Enviva Port of Chesapeake
General Dynamics 
   NASSCO-Norfolk
James L. Camp Foundation
McAllister Towing of Virginia, Inc.
Ulliman Schutte 
$2,500-4,999 – Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Barham III
RADM Charles J. and Susan Beers 
Linda and Ed Bradley 
The Hon. and Mrs. Jack Clarkson
Mr. and Mrs. Reid and Harriet Ervin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Kim Fink
Christina Goode
Martha Goode
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Haneman
Eleanor and Sandy Harris
Edward Inge
Kitty Whitman and Louis Jaffe  
Chris and Michelle Kastner 
Richard Mapp III
Wendy McGrady
Grace Moran and Kurt Merkling
Thomas Morrisette
RADM and Mrs. Ray and  
   Jamie E. Moses
Mr. and Mrs. Josh and  
   Karen P. Priest
The Hon. Debbie and Ron Ritter
Bria and Cameron Robinett
The Hon. and Mrs. John and
   Carol L. Rowe, Jr.
Wood and Ellen Selig
Littleton Tazewell	
Joseph L. and Petra Thomas
John and Cindy Tuttle
Mary Vaughan
Sam and Jane Webster
Dr. Theresa and  
   Mr. Roderick Whibley

  River Otter Circle
$1,500-4,999 – Organizations
Buckeye Partners, L.P.
Commander Law
David R. Goode Charitable Lead 
Annuity Trust 
Duke University
Environmental Concern Inc.
Giving Tuesday 
Hampton Roads Shipping 
   Association
Headwaters Resort, PAC
Hourigan Construction Corp.
John P. Wright Family Donor 
Advised Fund/SEVACF
Lawson Companies
Louie and Betty Phillips Foundation
Norfolk State University 
Randy Vaughan Family Trust
Torrech Family Fund

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
Virginia Maritime Association
Virginia Pilot Association
Waste Management
Western Branch Diesel
West Marine BlueFuture Fund/ 
   Community Foundation Santa
   Cruz County
Woods Rogers Vandeventer 
   Black PLC
$1,000-2,499 – Individuals
Ruth McElroy Amundsen
Carrie Baker
Nancy Bangel
Pam Boatwright and Don Gulliver
Mary Brinkmeyer
Susan Castaneda
Mr. and Mrs. Don Comer
Mr. Gatewood Dashiell
Jim and Frances Dille
Mike and Kelly Disharoon
James Lang, Esquire
Paul and Linda English
Kelly Faulkner
Annette Field
Ms. Francesca Firek
Leslie Friedman
Sue and Ronald Fritz
Matthew Gernand
Mr. and Mrs. James and Anne Gildea
Mr. Joseph Gresens
James Gwathmey
Mr. Dan Hankin
Patricia S. and J. Robert Harris
Ted and Pam Henifin
Ms. Gayle Hicks
Luana Hugel
Brooks Johnson
Thomas G. Johnson, Jr. 
Gail Juren
Kathleen and Kenneth Kimball
VADM and Mrs. Alexander J. Krekich
Bob Layton
Ada and Allen Lester
David E. and Julia Dorsey R. Loomis
Ms. Cary Lynch
Ruth and John Martin
Wayne Matchett
Anne and David McCollough
Dr. Julius S. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Joan and William Miller
Katherine Reader
Kathleen Redfern
Mr. F. Scott and Michele Ripley
Ron Hartshorn and Nancy Ronald
Susan Robertson
Barbara Sasser
Mr. and Mrs. John Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and 
   Traci Shepard
Mr. Conrad Shumadine
Jason Simpson 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil and Sarah Stedfast, Jr.
Drs. Gordon and Kerri Stokes
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick and 
   Martha Thrasher
Virginia Thumm
Thomas Tye
Mr. and Mrs. Phil and Mary Ann Walzer
Mr. G. Dudley Ware
David and Cathy White

Pearl Windle-Drumwright
Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Nancy Wren Sr. 
Mr. Carlisle M. Wroton	  
John and Katherine Wynne

  
    Seahorse Circle
$1,000-$1,499 – Organizations
Accurate Marine Environmental
Bay Environmental, Inc.
Bay Power Solutions
The Betty and Jack Shannon
   Charitable Fund
CITGO Petroleum
Coastal Virginia Unitarian 
  Universalists
Doody Calls – Hampton Roads
Louis Brenner Revocable Trust
Norfolk Dredging Company
Old Dominion University, Dept. 
   of Ocean, Earth & Atmospheric
   Sciences
Pender & Coward, P.C. 
Rebekah L. Huber Family 
Charitable Fund 3 of the Hampton 
   Roads Community Foundation
R.G. Electric Company, Inc. 
The Port of Virginia
Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.
Womeldorf Charitable Gift fund
$500-$999 – Individuals
Dr. Javaune Adams- Gaston
Jason Armstrong
Pam Boatwright
Ms. Elizabeth Outland Branner
Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. Cherry
James and Katherine Estes
George Fox
Theodore Gournelos
Eric Gunderson
Garry Harris
Bernard and Rebecca Herman
Mr. James Hill
Mike and Pat Host
Bob and Susan Hume
Capt. and Mrs. Lawrence I’Anson
Ellis W. and Klara M. James
Kevin Janney
Marie and Thomas Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Al and Pat Jones II
Mr. and Mrs. John M. and Jill Keifer
Pam and Byron Kloeppel
Gary and Barbara Laws
Dr. Mark and Elizabeth Lawson
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Lynch, Jr.
Denise Maples
Matthew McKeon
Samantha and Bryan Miller
Ann Phillips
James and Mary Oliver
Leah Patgorski
D. Randall Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Priest
Ms. Robin Ray
Mr. Nicholas Renz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Susie 
Reynolds, V.
Katherine Filippino and Joe Rieger 



7

Deepest thanks to our donor circles Deepest thanks to our members
Contributions received April 1, 2022 – September 30, 2022

$499 & Under  Organizations
AbbVie Foundation, 
   Your Cause LLC
Amazon Smile Foundation
Combined Federal Campaign
Elation Brewing Company
The Garden Club of Norfolk
Green Pine Garden Club
The Hartford
Norfolk Botanical Garden
River Walk Garden Club
Robert Half Corp.
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Tender Loving Early Childcare
Virginia Turfgrass Council
Women’s Club of South Norfolk
 
$249 & Under Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and 
   Anne Ablett
Jenn and Mike Acheson
Lynn O. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Adams
Jennifer Adams
Todd Aftel
Mr. and Mrs. Mike and Amy Aiken
Olivia Alegre-Ipanac
Eric Alger
Kara Alkire
Megan Allen
Elizabeth Allen
Michael Allen
Leslie Allman
Tammi Amick
Robert Anderson
Justin Anderson
Deborah Anuswith
Matthew W. and Mary Arel
Sheldon Arey
Jason and Leah Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander B. and 
   Christine Atkins
Gaynelle Ayers
Ms. C. Linn Baiker
George Bailey
Faye Bailey
Joanie Thayer and Howdy Bailey
Mr. Rufus G. Baldwin
W. Gary and Susan Ball
Mr. William Ballard
Lee and Judith Bandy
George H. Bangs
Alicia Baqueroalvarez
Ellen Barber
Daniel Barger
Mary Barnes
James Barry
Ms. Jeanne S. Bartlett
Nikki Bass
Ronda Baucom
Sarah and Brad Baxendell
Pam Baynard
Claire Beasley
Julia Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Lee and Laura Beller
Timothy Bellman
Mr. Terrell Bennett
David Bennett
Maureen Bernard
Sharon Berry
Ankur Bhatt
Mrs. Kim Bielmann
Robert Bishard
Gayle Blackstone
Christine Blyden
Mike Bockelman
Ms. Barbara Bodenstein
David and Karen Boldt
Cynthia and Jon Bolling
Thomas E and Suzanne Bolt

Douglas and Jean Bondy
Marcia Boomer
Mr. Gerald Boone
Maria Booth
Eugenia Borum
Mr. Henry Bose
Ms. Barbara Boslego
Mr. Matt Bousquet
Robert Bracknell
Margaret Bradley
Edward and Doris Brady
Elizabeth A. Brichter
Debra and Bobby Bridges
Andrea Britt
Catharine Broadnax
Jonathan Brown
Kimberly Brown
Dr. George W. Brown
Pamela Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Bill and Molly Brown
Julie Buchanan
Sally Bull
Kenny Bullock
Walter Bundy
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Burgess
Ryan Burgess
Ed and Judy Burke
Tracy and Tami Burke
Linda and Steve Burnette
Paul Busick
Blaire Bycoffe
Lillian Byers
Julia Bragdon and 
   David L. Campbell
Frank Campbell
Susan Canedy
Teresa and Frank Cantone
Taylor Caramore
Yolima Carr
AJ Catherines
Charles H. and Rinda B. 
Chamberlayne
Sharon Chambers
William and Mary Cherry
Florence Clark
Bryan Clark
John Close
Mr. Lewis Cobb
Bill Tiernan and Beth Cochran
Melinee Cody
Antonia Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Colen
Susan Compton
William and Peggy Connolly
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and 
   Bettie Cooper
Mary Pem Copeland
Deborah Copeland
Cara Cotter
Cynthia Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll and  
   Gloria Creecy
Mr. and Mrs. John and 
   Carolyn Creekmore
Jordan Crittenden
Helen Crompton
Dr. J. Parker and 
   Annah Cross
Mary Cruz
Kevin Culpepper
Dinat Curry
Stephen Cyrus
Heather Dacey
Janet F. D’Alessandro
Franklin Dana
Brian Daniel
William Daskivich
Billie Daugherty
David Davenport
Randall Decker Buntin

Lisa Deckert
Paul and Stacey Degaraff
Frank and Debby Degnan
Virginia Delaney-Black
Craig Derkay
Brenda Dewes
Rich Diemer
Sheila Dinwiddie
J.C. Douglass
Rick and Nancy Downing
Carol Downing
Steven Draeger
Ida and John Drewer
Allegra Duchaine
Carol Dudley
Theresa and Matt Dunleavy
Linda Dunn
Christel Dyer
Kristen Eastman
Ms. Shela Edmonds
James Elberg
Mr. Bruce Eley
William Eley
Evelyn and Thomas Emory
Ken and Linda Engler
Edward Enright
Anna Ensley
James Entas
Frances Entas
Kaitlyne Esquivel
Randy and Marie Bundy 
Estabrook
Anna Evans
WL and Nina Fenska
Maxine Fetterly
Ben Feutz
Carolyn Fields
Jeffrey and Diane Fine
CAPT Joanne Fish
Eddie Flack
Rosemary Flamman
Anita Fletcher
Robert and Nancy Folsom
Elijah Ford
Jacqueline Fortune
Terri Foss
Elizabeth Francis
Eric and Ragan Freeman
Andrew and Stacy Galbreath
Patricia Galdun
Phillip Gale
Mr. and Mrs. George and 
   Marjorie Galeota
Mr. and Mrs. Tom and 
   Joan Garrett
Mr. and Mrs. James B. and
    Barbara Garrison
Christopher and Janice	
Gay Maker
Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky
Geoffrey Gehring
Tina Geiss
Greg George
Joyce Gibbings
Mr. Robert Gies
Wilson Gilbert
Stephen Gilbert
Henry Gillespie
Carson Giocondo
Mr. and Mrs. David and 
   Gloria Glass
Gloria Glass
Dean and Ilene Goldman
Robert Gomez
Jacki L. Goss
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 
   Sharon Goumas
Kim Graham
Jane Grau
Elaine Grauer

Scott Graves
Jessica Gray
Patti Grayson
Richard Gresham
Barbara Grow
Mary E. Grubb
Janet Grubbs
Randy Grubbs
Betty Guarraia
Dylan Guill
Ms. Margaret Gupta
Owen Gwathmey
Timothy Hackman
Barry Hackney
Kenney Hackworth
Dr. Ashley Haines
Mary Jane and John Hall
James D. Haluska
Deloris Haney
Ms. Rebecca W. Hanmer
Jennifer Hanner
Allan Hanrahan
William S. Hargroves
Joe and Robin Harland
Colonel and Mrs. Thomas and 
   Jean Harleman
Laura Harley
Amy Harman
Mr. Glenn Harris
Scott Harrison
David Hartman
Wendy Hazel
Mary Hearring
Denise Henning
David Hess
Elisabeth Hillery
Michael Hillstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick and 
   Mary Helen Hilton
Tim and Janet Hixson
Susan Hobbs
Mike Hoffman
Margaret Hoffman
Karen Holderman
Jo Holland
Gordon Holley
Andrew and Maureen Hook
Wayne Hooper
Linwood Horne
Maury Howard
Sara and Dean Howard
Ms. Pat Howarth
Erica Howell
Karen and Eric Huck
Jaye Hughes
Katherine Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. William Hull
Thomas Hume
Ron Hunt
Karen Hunter
Avelina Ibarra
Barbara Innes
Lawrence and Leslie Ives
Evan Jackson
Cassandra Jackson
Laura Jacobsen
Suzanne Jae
Ms. Elizabeth Janik
Cynthia Johndrow
Jack and Mary Jones
Mrs. Elisabeth Jones
Mr. Gerald Julian
Joseph Kanipe
Diane Kasper
Rosemary Kavadias
Linda Kazalski
Huib and Ankie Keizer
Mr. Severn Kellam
Diane Kelly
Elizabeth Kelly

Martha Ruggles	
Dr. Maynard Schaus
Dr. Sharon Sheffield
Jason Simpson	
Jane Tucker  	
Julia Tye
Mr. Michael Unger	
Pat Walsh	
Steven Wicks
Dr. Sarah Williams
Mr. Thomas D. St. Andre and  
Ms. Saundra Winstead 
Lauren Wolcott

       Oyster Circle
$500 - $999 Organizations
Coastal Services
Luck Stone
Perdue Agribusiness, LLC
Smartmouth Brewing Co.
Tidewater Staffing
Vulcan Materials Company 
Wickers Crab Pot Seafood  

$250-$499 – Individuals
Mary and Dabney Baker
Brad J. and Babbi J. Bangel
Betty Baucom
Dr. and Mrs. William Spaur Bizot
Bill and Sandra Brown
Jeanne Burger
Rev. Ellen and Ray Comstock
Robert Daniel
Anne Shewan and Michael Dinniman
Thomas V. and Jane L. Fowler
Barbara Gelzer
W.T. Gray and Donna Phaneuf
Patrick Herman
Archer and Patricia Jones
Paul A. Kotarides
Dr. and Mrs. Robert and Carol Laibstain
Mrs. Penny Lewis
Doretha Lloyd
Hon. Joseph Massey
Mr. S. Randall McDaniel
Danielle and Jeff Miskill
Capt. James T. and  
   Mrs. Dorothy B. Morgan
Terry and Suzanne O’Donnell 
Sharon Reed
Susan Riley
Mr. and Mrs. David and Angela Savage
Gail Savage
Ellen Scholz
Susan Smith
Mr. Barclay Winn
Ms. Heather Wood
Cinda and Lenny Zacks
Stephen and Kate Zacks
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David and Sandra Kelly
Mr. Jack Kennedy
Charlotte Keogh
Chris and Janet Keyes
Ms. Janet Kim
Kathy King
Valerie Klaasse
Roger Knakal
Janice Knighton
Mr. Steven Kostrzewa
Cameron Kovarek
Kurt J. Krause
David L. Kreger
Mr. Sebastian E. Kuhn
Deborah Kulnis
Thomas Kuntz
Barry Kurzer
Stephen Labelle
Daniel Laliberte
Mr. and Mrs. 
   W. Michael Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Aline Langston
Joe Lanthier
Kathleen Larkin
Dana Lawhorn
Susan Lawler
Page and Harper Lea
Cornelia B. Lee
Sue and Ron Leta
Mary Lewis
Alease Lewis
Diane and James Liedman
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Lilly
Grethe Lindemann
Sarah Linden-Brooks
Elizabeth Lipsmeyer
John and Mildred Little
Tama Littley
Alana Litz
Kevin Long
Robert Loomis
Julia Dorsey and 
   David Loomis
Drew Lopenzina
Roberto Lovick
Louise and Barry Lubin
Robert Lucking
Karen Luehrs
Deborah Lupton
Summer Mace
Julie Mackinlay
Sam and Brian Mahon
Mark Mallamo
Kathryn Malloy
Kevin Maples
Helen Maples
Kenneth and Julie Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Ed and Maureen 
Marroni
Marilyn Marshall
Michael Marshburn
Derek Martin
Taya Barnett and 
   Steven Martin
Christine Mason
Paula McCann
Claudia McCann Gibson
Donna McCullough
Mrs. Lisa McDaniel
Jacqualynne McFarlane
Charlotte McGinn
Ms. Maureen McGrath
Stacie McGraw
Veronica McKinney-Collins
Maureen McKnight
James McMichael
William James Meehan
Christopher and 
   Kathryn Melhuish
Susan Meredith
Wendy and 
   Jeff Merritt

Ms. Betty Meyer
G. William Meyer
Lynell and 
   James Michonski
Anthony Midgette
Cameron Miksch
Don Millburn
Scott and 
   Annie Miller
Thomas Miller
Elizabeth Milligan
Merrie Milner
Capt. and Mrs. 
   Alexander Monroe
Gloria S. Moore
Mary Moore
Meghan Moorhouse
Lenora Morlino
Mr. and Mrs. Glenwood and 
   Cynthia Morris
Jeffrey Morse
Jeff Mosher
Thomas Mueller
Denise Murdoch
Richard and Gail Najarian
Pearl and Grant Narelle
Craig Nicol
Janet Nicula
William Niven
Diane Nolan
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and 
   Kathleen Noonan
Charles and Nancy Nusbaum
Mr. and Mrs. William and 
   Sharon Nusbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Peter and 
   Sarah Oberle
Gabriella and 
   Luis Albert Olivieri
Kathy and Carl Olson
Michael Ortolano
Kendall and Rebecca Osborne
John O’Sullivan
Deborah Otis
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis and 
   Kay Outten
Chris Owens
David Palmer
Maria Parker
Tonya Parsons
Louis and April Partida
Larry Pasquinella
Rachael Peabody
Whitney S. Peace
Pris M. Peake
Barbara Peery
Victoria Pendleton
Ms. Johanna N. Perakes
Fernando and Imelda Perez
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 
   Karen Perreault
Leda Perry
Amy Petersen
Dave and Julia Pezza
Peggy Pickford
Mr. Linwood Pierce
Suzanne Pike
Jessica Pinsky
Erick Pinzon
Mrs. Samantha Pipkin
Ms. Sarah Pishko
Cynthia Plant
Aaron Platt
Sonia Powell
Kathryne and Todd Pringle
Kathryn Puerini
Mr. Arthur Quarnstrom
William Quinn
Wendy Rafferty
George and Martha Raiss
Susanne Rakes
Charles Ransone

Captain and Mrs. Joseph and 
   Clare Reagan
Mr. Nicholas Renz
Sarah Reyman
Mr. and Mrs. Allan and 
   Harriet Reynolds
Glenda Richard
Karen and Doug Richards
Dawn Richardson
Jordan Richwine
Dr. Sue Rieger
Kathy Roberts
Jim Roberts
Susan Robertson
Mrs. Catherine Robertson
Robin Robichaux
Charles and Katherine Robison
Eunice Rodriguez
William Rogers
William Roman
Dr. Albert Roper
Carol Rosenblatt
Dr. and Mrs. John Rosenman
Bryan Ross
Daniel Ross
Megan Rowley
Michele Rozga
Harry Runkle
Edmund Russell
Ms. Wanda Russo
Brenda and Muhammad Sahli
Kyle Salway
Nancy H. Salyer
Kyle Sargent
Mark H. Sauer
Brooke Schaab
Jean Schimmel
Rachel Schmidt
Elaine and William Schmidt
Marcel Schneider
Alvin and Denise Schnitzer
James and Margaret 
Seagraves
Jessica Sechrist
Carol Senechal
Anja Serby-Wilkens
Mr. Wayne Settle
Mr. and Mrs. Gene and  
   Dottie Seward
Linda Shahan
Randall Shannon
Tm Sharp
Gina Shaw
Casey Shaw
Daniel Shaw
James Shelton
John Sherwood
Martha Shore
Rosanne M. Silvis
Brittany Sims
Robert Sizemore

Kenny Skees
Ms. Elizabeth Skopik
Walter Smead
Mr. William Smith
Gregory Smith
Emilie Smoke
Peter Smyth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 
   Shirley Sondej
Mr. and Mrs. Helmut and 
   Mary Lou Speckheuer
Catrena Speller
Helen Spore
John Sproat
Guy St. John
Douglas Stanley
Kathleen and Steven Stasulis
Corinne Steele
Lawrence Steingold
Vanetta Stephens
Catherine Stewart
Jane Steyne
John and Virginia Stout
David Straeten
Gerald Streeter
Mr. Alan C. Stringer
Ramie Strunc
Christine and George Stubbs
Mr. Heath Suarez
Karen Sutton
Katherine Swaving
Mary Barbara Sykes
Frances and William G. Sykes
Aurora Szoka
Keith Taurman
Donald and Linda Taylor
Tim and B.J. Taylor
Louise Taylor
Larry and Virginia Taylor
James and Virginia Taylor
Kurt Teller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 
Katherine Temme
Jessica Terry
Martin Thigpen
Victoria Thomas
Christine Thompson
Annette Thompson Markham
William West and Melissa 
Thrasher
Spencer Tinkham
Megan Tinkham
Michael Tolliver
Jennifer Tomasik
Patricia ongel
Tracey Trimyer
Shiloh Triplett
Alita Urbi
Michael Urso
George and Lynn Valos
Maggie Vaughan

Catherine Vaughan
Suzanne Veir
Myrtle Vick
Alan and Linda Vigneault
Betty Villers
Charles E. Vogan
Wayne Wallace
Duncan Wallace
James and Linda Walls
Eileen Walsh
Frank and Linda Walski
Sherry Warren
Mr. John Wass
Ingeburg Watkins
Anna Weaver
Skyler Weber
LCDR (Ret.) and Mrs. Ray 
Weber
Wayne Webster
Elinor Weeks
Charles Weigand
Cynthia Welch
Dr. Paul West
Joanne West
Caroline Weston
Drs. Larry and Jackie White
Mr. B. Kirke White
Robin J. White
Katherine White
Henry White
Hailey Wicker
Ray Wicker
Michael Wiley
Elizabeth Wilkerson
Kara Williams
Dr. Sarah Williams
Robert Williams
John Wills
Mr. and Mrs. Larry and 
   Twila Wilson
Jeff Wilson
Capt. and Mrs. 
   Michael Winslow
Franklin Wolf
Forest Wood
Robert Wood
Mark H. and Sherry Woodward
Buck Woodward
Jean Woodward
Linda Woolard
Edith Wright
Dr. and Mrs. Charles and 
   Anne Wright
Dolores Wyatt
Mr. Richard Yoder
Wayland W. Yoder
Chris Zajchowski
Gerald Zeno
Douglas Ziegenfuss
Lawrence Zittrain

“Took my lunch break and 
right as I was about to make 
food spotted this young bald 
eagle, so I grabbed my camera 
and sprinted down the berm into 
the marsh of the river in hopes to 
get a decent photo.” 
- Taylor Byrd, @taylorsbirds

Bald eagles return

Submit your river photos to #DoSomethingBeautiful 
or email cshaw@elizabethriver.org for a chance to 
be featured in our bi-weekly e-newsletter.
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Special Tribute Gifts In Kind Gifts received April 1, 2022 – September 30, 2022
Ann P. Stokes, Landscape Architects
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair
Brian Ross
Carolyn Riley
Cesar Romero
Cindy Lane
Craig R. Nicol
Creekside Communications
Daniel Plante
Dills Architects
Dr. John Joyce
Elizabeth River Garden Club
Fairlead Ship Repair
Frank Daniel
George Bangs

Inside Business
Jean Clausen
Jessica Pinsky
Karen Sallaz
Kitty Boatwright
Les Halstead
Norfolk Tug
Pam Barcita
Porte Towne Magic and Pops 
Orchestra and Show Choir
Reverend Spirits R.D. Wilhelm 
Distillery
Robbins Maritime
Sherwin-Williams
Smartmouth Brewing Co.

was the first field trip she’d accompanied 
in five years, for one reason or another 
including the pandemic. She said some 
students told her they had never been 
on a bus before the trip to the barge, 
currently docked at Grandy Village 
Learning Center as part of our focus on 
the river’s troubled Eastern Branch.  
At another station, seven tanks hold 
labeled critters hoisted from over the 
barge’s side, from juvenile blue crabs 
to spider crabs, barnacles and an adult 
oyster toad fish. At another, the youngsters 
are queried as to how long a plastic bag 

remains intact in the environment – 15 
days? (Most think so). Correct answer, 20 
plus years, they are told.  
“That’s how long a bag can live?” an 
incredulous boy responds. They practice 
picking up trash with tongs from the 
barge’s observation pond. The children 
also measure river salinity, hauling up 
river water in buckets and testing it with 
hydrometers. Observing a chart, they 
track changes in salinity across the year:  
Spring rains lessened salinity while 
increased hurricanes in the summer and 
fall drove salinity up.

It’s time for the bus to load for the return 
to school. A boy turns back from the line 
to speak to Summer Mace, managing 
the field trip as our Assistant Director for 
Education. “I learned a lot,” he says.  
“It feels good to be back,” says Summer, 
watching the youngsters load and leave.  
Thank you for educating the next 
generation of Elizabeth River 
stewards with your generous gift 
on the enclosed reply card or at 
elizabethriver.org/donate.

Taylor Elementary third graders aboard our Learning Barge - spider crabs are exciting but a little scary (left). Hydrometers help students 
measure river salinity (middle and right).

Students meet marsh periwinkles aboard the barge. 

Cont’d from p. 1

DONATED BY                    IN HONOR OF
Bill and Sandra Brown	 Their 25th Wedding Anniversary
Paul Busick		  McKenzie Arrington 
Jeffrey & Diane Fine		 Barbara Fine
Pam and Byron Kloeppel	 Mr. and Mrs. Ned Lilly
Robert  Loomis		  David and Julia Dorsey Loomis
Jacqualynne McFarlane	 Atiya
Catherine Robertson		 Mary Parker Vaughan
Albert Roper		  Robin Dunbar
Kenny Skees		  Tidewater Boat Club

DONATED BY                    IN MEMORY OF 
Blaire Bycoffe		  Clyde Price
Florence Clark		  Phil Flanigan
Mary Pem Copeland		 Robert Bunting
Mary Pem Copeland		 Martha Ruggles
Diane Kelly			   Phyllis Huizenga
Stephen  Leaman		  Miss Gil Leaman
Anne Lynch Wilber		  Captain Caroline Smith
Maureen McKnight		  Margaret and Jerry Glynn
Charles & Nancy Nusbaum	 Bob Hume
Leah Patgorski		  Linda Maywood Patgorski
Johanna N. Perakes		 Lee Nuzzo
Albert Roper		  Captain Caroline Smith
Casey Shaw		  Sallee Jackson
Susan Smith		  Sallee Jackson
Jean and Chuck Townsend	 Peter H. Coley
Skyler Weber		  Mufasa Weber
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Magic is the word multiple guests have 
used to describe their evening with us 
under the full moon in October. The 
setting: Our Paradise Creek Nature Park. 
The lure of flute and violin music drifted 
through the woods while lanterns floated 
in the trees and twinkling lights led the 
way to the waterfront.  
“Magical is exactly the word I’d use 
to describe it. The choral singers and 
musicians and decor along the pathways 
was like stepping into a fairyland,” said 
Karen Sallez, who set up her easel to 
paint in the sunset.

Moon River Supper, our fifth annual 
event for leadership circle donors, was 
held Oct. 7 on the banks of the park’s 
restored wetlands. A signature drink 
involving herbs from the edible gardens 
welcomed the 150 guests.  
Party-goers enjoyed a catered picnic, 
beer and wine bars, samplings by 
Reverend Spirits Distillery and gourmet 
popsicles. They hovered over the silent 
auction of original river art by local 
artists, took golf cart tours of the 40-acre 
park, paused to admire the talent of two 
plein air artists and applauded moon

songs from Porte Towne Magic and 
Show Choir.  
Mary Vaughan lead the Elizabeth 
River Garden Club who provided fall 
arrangements. “This year’s Moon River 
Supper was the best ever,” says Mary. 
“When music filled the air, the moon rose 
and darkness settled in, it was a magical 
night for all.”  
Experience the magic. Make sure 
you’re invited to Moon River Supper 
2023! Return your Oyster Circle or 
higher gift on the enclosed card.

Donors enjoy full moon in “Paradise”
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Elizabeth River Project’s River Star Businesses Annual Recognition Luncheon will be held IN-PERSON this year on Thursday, 
January 19, 2023 from 11:30 am – 2:00 pm at the Founders Inn. Don’t miss this chance to celebrate the finest environmental 
stewards on the river! Email Pboatwrite@ElizabethRiver.org to be sure that you are on the invite list.

Donors enjoy full moon in “Paradise”

capacity along the Elizabeth River’s 
Southern Branch.

It’s a new day for engaging our region in 
restoring our home river – thanks to your 
extraordinary generosity, supporters of 
the Next Wave Campaign. Louis and 
Pru Ryan, lead donors to the campaign, 
on Nov. 7 were named Outstanding 
Individual Philanthropists of the year 
at the annual recognition event of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals, 
Hampton Roads Chapter. 

“No other philanthropist has made 
as deep, as long and as catalyzing 
a difference to our mission as Louis 

Ryan and his wife Pru,” Marjorie 
Mayfield Jackson Executive Director, 
Elizabeth River Project, told the 
gathering. “Louis took the helm of our 
fundraising committee back when pretty 
much nobody else in the philanthropic 
community had heard of our little non-
profit with the big idea, cleaning up one 
of America’s dirtiest rivers.”

Fast forward: Most recently, Louis co-
chaired the Next Wave campaign, our 
most successful ever, “expected to make 
a profound difference to the future of 
your home river,” Jackson said.

 

Cont’d from p. 1

New education facilities

Louis Ryan (R) tours the site of the Ryan Resilience 
Lab early in construction with Tyler Park, Hourigan 
construction team. 

Not yet a Next Wave contributor? Watch 
for the final phase of the campaign this 
spring, or contact Susan Smith now, Ssmith@
elizabethriver.org, for remaining naming 
opportunities. 
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Spend quality time in Paradise
Join the Elizabeth River Project for family fun at Paradise Creek Nature Park, 1141 Victory Blvd. 

Our 40-acre partnership with the City of Portsmouth is made possible by members like you. Join us today.

Paradise Creek Nature Park Field Trips
Date: Now scheduling for Spring starting first week in April
Time: 10:00am – 11:30am
Target Age: Grades 3 - 12
Cost: Sliding Scale $10 - $15 per student
(Financial assistance may be available) 

Student groups rotate through four outdoor learning stations 
centered on the park’s forest, wetlands and River Academy’s green 
features. Hands-on activities are inquiry-based where students 
explore and discover best ways to create a resilient community 
with nature as the teacher. All activities reflect Virginia Standards of 
Learning.
Contact: Sarah McBride, smcbride@elizabethriver.org 
to schedule
					     Learn more: 

Resilient River Star Teacher Training 
Target: K-12 teachers in Norfolk, Portsmouth, Chesapeake  
and Virginia Beach
Cost: FREE
Elizabeth River Project’s educators are here to inform, inspire and 
support teachers on ways to engage students in Elizabeth River 
curricular and Resilient River Star School projects. Teachers complete 
online, self-paced teaching module, Resilient River Star Teacher 
Training, and implement a student-led action project at school or in 
the community.  A year of river education reflects Virginia Standards 
of Learning to engage all ages in Meaningful Watershed Educational 
Experiences (MWEEs). (Limited number of stipends available to 
teachers and funding for action project supplies)
To begin, contact: Janet Ehmer, jehmer@elizabethriver.org

 
No public programs will be held during the month of January due 
to River Academy construction. We look forward to seeing you 
again in February! 

Volunteer Service Days  
Saturdays, February 4 & 11, March 4 & 11 | 9:00am–11:00am
Target age: 16 and above
Volunteers will work with our staff on seasonal tasks such as weeding, 
planting, cleaning, pruning and light maintenance. Dress for working 
outdoors, and bring your work gloves and reusable water bottle. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events.   

Winter Bird Walks 
Saturdays, February 18 & March 18 | 8:30am–10:00am 
Target age: 16 and above
Cost: $10 per person for Elizabeth River Project members, 
$15 per person for not-yet members
Join Master Birder James Abbott and observe some of the 
many birds that stop at our park. More than 165 species of 
Birds have now been identified at Paradise Creek Nature 
Park! Please bring your binoculars. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events.

Bring Your Dog! Pack Walk  
Saturday, February 18 | 10:30am-11:30am
Target age: All ages, children accompanied by adults
Bring your dog for a guided pack walk full of sights and 
smells through the trails of Paradise Creek Nature Park. 
Dogs, please make sure your owners keep you on your leash 
at all times, scoop the poop, and bring water for those on two 
and four legs! 
FREE! Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events.
 

FREE Workshop - Basics of Pruning 
Saturday, February 25 | 10:00am-11:00am
Target age: 16 and above 
Did you know that pruning is an excellent gardening practice to 
reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides? Join the Elizabeth River 
Project’s Conservation Landscape Curator Yolima Carr for this free 
workshop to learn hands-on the best practices for pruning your 
trees. Dress for working outdoors. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events 

St. Patrick’s Day -  
Go Green for Nature  
Friday & Saturday, March 17-18 | 10:30am-11:30 am
Target age: All ages, children accompanied by adults
Join Elizabeth River Project educators to make the park a little 
greener this St. Patrick’s Day for a special native tree planting. 
Native trees support local wildlife, provide valuable shade, create 
oxygen, and even help reduce flooding by soaking in rainwater. 
FREE- Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events

Spring Kickoff Community Walk 
Saturday, March 25 | 9:30am-10:30 am
Target age: All ages, children accompanied by adults
Celebrate the start of spring and get those steps in with a 
community walk across the South Norfolk Jordan Bridge and back. 
We will meet at the bottom of the bridge on the Portsmouth side. 
There is parking is available in the lot on the corner of Victory Blvd. 
and Elm Street.
FREE - Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events


