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Mud

Dissolved oxygen gets an A this scorecard – a key indicator for healthy fish like this puppy 
drum, recently caught by Reid, 8, of Portsmouth, from the Elizabeth - once thought dead.

Sneak Peek - Elizabeth  
River Scorecard 2023 

flats
SUMMER 2023

The Elizabeth River Earns Two A’s – Thank You!

Astounding news for an urban river 
once presumed dead: Overall grade  
of “A” for Dissolved Oxygen. 
 
That’s the most telling indicator of 
what fish need to be healthy (basically, 
is there enough oxygen for them to 
breathe?) Our committee of more than 
a dozen area scientists have agreed on 
that grade and other encouraging news 
to be released shortly in the official 
2023 Elizabeth River Scorecard. 
 
Congratulations and many thanks to 
our members, partners and supporters. 
Together you are making restoration of 
the Elizabeth River a reality.  
Hamish Small, Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science (VIMS), said he found 
only one site where the indicator fish 
for PAH exposure, the mummichog, 
showed a high prevalence of liver 
cancer. When the institute began 

studying mummichog health in the river 
decades ago, cancer indicators were 
the norm across multiple sites.  
A trawl survey found more than 30 fish 
species in the Main Stem. “Importantly, 
we confirmed the use of the Elizabeth 
River as a nursery habitat for juvenile 

American Shad and Blueback Herring. 
These species are under a fishing 
moratorium due to historically low 
numbers,” regionally - making their 
presence in the Elizabeth more great 
news, notes Troy Tuckey, VIMS. 
See the draft scorecard, page 3.
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US Congressman Robert C. “Bobby” 
Scott stood on the sandy banks of a site 
long studied by regional scientists for its 
high rates of cancer in fish.

The Elizabeth River Project, he said, had 
told him the Elizabeth will not recover 
until the site is cleaned up. He handed 
over a symbolic giant check for $11.25 
million, funded by Congress for the US 
Army Corps of Engineers to tackle the 

third and final phase of removing PAH 
contamination at Money Point, off-shore 
of South Norfolk, where a defunct 
creosote plant once operated.

“The goo must go!” agreed state and 
local legislators, repeating our rallying 
cry for cleaning up the river bottom. 
Next, the state will need to budget $3.75 
million to meet the Corps’ requirement 
for matching funds. 

This Goo Will Go! Thanks to Congress - State Help Next
Severe Contamination Targeted - “Money Point III,” South Norfolk

State, local and federal officials celebrate 
$11.25 allocated by Congress to clean up 
“Money Point III.” 
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Mission – To restore the Elizabeth River through 
equitable collaboration with diverse communities, 
businesses and governments.

 
  Officers – Board of Directors 

  
President | Ken Kimball

Senior Vice-President, Lyon Shipyard 
Vice-President | Dr. Javaune Adams-Gaston

President, Norfolk State University 
Adjunct Vice-President | Melissa Page Deutsch 

Certified Personal Development Coach, Owner, Inner Voice
Treasurer | Frank Daniel

Retired Regional Director, VA Dept of Environmental Quality
Secretary | Louis Ryan

Retired General Counsel, Landmark

            Board of Directors 
Aimee Batten, Community Leader 
Hon. Courtney Doyle, Norfolk City Council, Senior Director
   Customer Development and Marketing, Sentara Healthcare 
Nikole Dunkley, Vice President Human Resources,  Lyon Shipyard
Matt Fine, President, Runnmede Corp.
Dr. Kala Fleming, CEO, Frontline Gig
Susan Goode, Community Leader
Herb Haneman, President, Lindel Power Group
Josh Harris, Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor, 
   Merrill Lynch
Burr Henderson, Managing Director, Truist Wealth
Ray W. King, Attorney, Woods Rogers Vandeventer Black, PLC 
Hon. Delceno Miles, President, CEO, The Miles Agency
Hon. Paula Miller, Legislative affairs advisor, external affairs 
   manager and senior communications specialist, Dominion Energy
Cameron Robinett, Chief Investment Officer, Cock Island Capital
Dr. Maynard Shaus, Professor of Biology and Environmental
   Science, Virginia Wesleyan
Michael A. Unger, Retired Professor, Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science, William & Mary
The Hon. Dr. Theresa Whibley, Partner at Tidewater  
   Physicians for Women
David White, Executive Director, Virginia Maritime Association 
Dr. Sarah Williams, Commissioner City of Chesapeake;  
   President Covenant Way Wellness

Staff

I was sitting on my dock one late 
afternoon with my husband Bob and 
a funny bit of rain spitting through the 
sunshine. I was telling Bob about the 
unique demands of my day at Elizabeth 
River Project; something about the 
challenges of planning programs for our 
Ryan Resilience Lab, for which so much 
is hoped but for which the true nature of 
the space can only be imagined, since 
construction is still underway.
An enormous rainbow arced across the 
river. We tried to count the many deep 
hues and gave up, lost in wonder. 
Life at Elizabeth River Project often feels 
like that for me lately. You, members and 
partners, have believed the vision of a 
healthier river into a reality I often find 
wondrous beyond my imagining.

Grades of “A’s” overall for dissolved 
oxygen and bacteria, on the latest 
Elizabeth River scorecard? We never 
dared hope for that. A first-class angler 
told me recently that the Elizabeth is 
now the most popular fishing spot in the 
region. Gosh, our urban river?
Let’s keep going, y’all. There are still 
sections and parameters of the river 
earning “F.” But maybe not for so long as 
I once would have predicted. 
Your support makes possible the wonder 
of a reviving river once presumed dead. 
Thanks for returning your special gift 
with the enclosed card today.   

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson,  
Executive Director

The rainbow 
that made me 
think of you  

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson, Executive Director
Pamela Boatwright, Deputy Director - Administration; River Star 
   Business Program Manager
Joe Rieger, Deputy Director - Restoration
Robin Dunbar, Deputy Director - Education & Outreach
Mckenzie Arrington, Restoration Administrative Coordinator
Charlotte Bankowski, Accounting Coordinator
Mary Bennett, Environmental Scientist
Luísa Black Ellis, Resilience Manager
Yolima L. Carr, Conservation Landscape Curator
Barbara Gavin, River Star Homes Program Manager
Kayla Gradwell, Volunteer and Education  
  Administrative Coordinator
Jaye Hughes, Human Resources Manager
Katie Hunt, Restoration Specialist
Larry LaPell, Park Operations Manager
Summer Mace, Assistant Director of Education
Mary Mantey, Landscape Designer
Sarah McBride, School Outreach Coordinator
Samantha Miller, Environmental Field Foreman
Pam Northam, Education and Public Relations Associate
Gabriella Olivieri, Community Engagement and Environmental  
  Justice Manager
Jessica Pinsky, Office Manager
Katherine Reader, Director of Finance
Casey E. Shaw, Director of Marketing and Communications
Susan W. Smith, Director of Development
Katherine Willyerd, Assistant Park Manager
Shannon Yerabek, Senior Educator

JOIN the Elizabeth River Project.  Our mission is made 
possible by generous members like you. Email Jessica 
Pinsky, jpinsky@elizabethriver.org, for membership questions. 
  

This entire mailing was printed on recycled paper with soy ink

Photo by Eric Lusher

Discovering “Paradise”
Students from Portsmouth’s I.C. 
Norcom High School visit Paradise 
Creek Nature Park with our park 
manager, Larry LaPell (center). 
The students planted trees, met 
wildlife and lunched with visiting 
lecturer Lauren Pharr, co-founder 
of Field Inclusive, bridging the 
gap between people of color and 
natural sciences. 

From the
Executive 
Director
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Scorecard cont’d from p. 1

 
Dissolved Oxygen Key to fish health; improving river-wide. Amount of oxygen present for fish 

to breathe. A
Bacteria (enterococci – related 
to safe recreation)

Promising! Note, no determination of safe or unsafe swimming has been 
made since there are no public beaches where water quality can be 
monitored with sufficient frequency. 1 

A

Bacteria (fecal coliform – related 
to safe shellfish consumption)

Western Branch degrading, Lafayette improving. Shellfish beds throughout 
the river remain closed to harvest based on complex additional factors. 
Eastern Branch, Southern Branch not monitored. 

B

Water clarity Average C; Western Branch, Lafayette = D C
Nitrogen Improving trend B
Phosphorous Still failing – Broad Creek, Indian River D
Chlorophyll-A Pigment in algae;  associated with algal blooms C
Bottom “benthic” life Most improved: Southern Branch D

Overall score for each parameter as graded by area scientists for data 2017-2022
1 Regarding recreation safety, be mindful of Vibrio vulnificus, a naturally occurring, potentially deadly bacteria increasing in many shallow tidal 
waters with climate change.

Sneak Peek - Elizabeth River Scorecard 2023

“Paradise” Expands, Thanks to Next Wave Campaign – Elizabeth River Project’s education headquarters, the 
Fred W. Beazley River Academy, expanded May 13 at Paradise Creek Nature Park in Portsmouth. Students gather for a field trip under the 
new outdoor pavilion (top). Ken Kimball, board president, Elizabeth River Project, and Portsmouth Mayor Shannon Glover cut the ribbon for 
the academy’s new lecture hall and work spaces (bottom right). Bottom left, Jane Batten (L), lead funder for the expansion, fills a birdbath 
handmade by park volunteers along with Brandon Corprew (middle), recent graduate of a Youth Conservation Internship at the park, and 
Lauren Pharr, avian ecologist. Pharr, co-founder of Field Inclusive, presented the kickoff lecture for our new Urban Nature series at the park.
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M A K E  Y O U R  M A R K  O N  T H E

M A K E  A  N A M I N G  G I F T  T O 
T H E  R Y A N  R E S I L I E N C E  L A B

FUTURE

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Perry Outdoor Classroom        Offered at $2,500 
Learning Stations  LAST CHANCE!
Sustainable, durable, multi-seat worktables will feature your name 
and a cohesive design with the Ryan Resilience Lab

Perry Boardwalk Plaques      Offered at $1,000
Traversing TowneBank Learning Park and the river’s edge, the highly visible 
Perry Boardwalk will feature named donor plaques 

Oyster Castles      Offered at $500
Help support vital habitat for the native oyster, a keystone species on the 
Elizabeth River

TowneBank Learning Park Plantings       Offered at $175
You’ll fund a square foot of wetland habitat planted with native Spartina 
grasses to support local wildlife and reduce pollution

PAYMENT METHOD
     Check Make payable to Elizabeth River Project

     Credit Card  Amex       Discover       

 VISA       Mastercard

Account Number   

Exp. Date       CVC Code  

Name on Card  

MY INFO
Name  

Address  

City    State    Zip 

Email  

Put my name on the Next Wave to support the Ryan Resilience Lab.YES!

Together, We Can Do Something Beautiful
To raise support and awareness for the future-minded mission of the Ryan Resilience Lab, 

The Elizabeth River Project is offering a number of different naming opportunities.

Your gift will serve as a lasting reminder of the pivotal role our community plays in responding to sea 
level rise, and will help protect people, places and coastal ecosystems everywhere, for years to come. 
And thanks to a generous grant from the Mary Morton Parsons Foundation, every gift will be matched 

one-to-one, doubling your impact!

Mail in the above form to 5205 Colley Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23508, or make your mark online at ElizabethRiver.org.
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Ryan Resilience Lab Nears Completion, N. Colley Ave. 
Next Wave Campaign Project Will Teach Ecosystem Resilience
The aging pier and bulkhead are gone. 
New pilings are in place for the circular 
Perry Family Boardwalk, to arch over a 
new wetland.  
Further upland, fronting busy North 
Colley Avenue in Norfolk, three stories 
now rise, including, on the second floor, 
the soaring ceilings and sweeping views 
of the Brock River Room. Out front, a 

floating pavilion is roughed in – the 
Goode Entry Pavilion, to offer refuge 
during future flooding.  
This is the Elizabeth River Project’s Pru 
and Louis Ryan Resilience Lab, the 
signature project of the Next Wave 
Campaign. Save the date for the Grand 
Opening, Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023 – 
thanks to many generous supporters.

It’s not too late to name your own 
piece of the future. The Ryan Lab will 
demonstrate cutting edge but accessible 
practices for adapting to Norfolk’s 
extraordinary rates of sea level rise, in 
ways that protect the ecosystem as well 
as humans.   
Find your naming opportunity, p. 4

Louis Ryan (L) and Norfolk Mayor Kenneth Alexander attend the “topping out” ceremony to place the highest beam on the coming Ryan 
Resilience Lab. Louis and his wife Pru are the generous leading donors. Add your name to this pioneer project – page 4.
 

Two giant cisterns, 5,000 gallons each, will save rain water for 
re-use to flush the Ryan Lab toilets. Here, architects observe them 
on the tour. 

The Ryan Lab drew the best turnout of any recent hard hat tour of the 
American Institute of Architects, Hampton Roads Chapter. Mike Fox, 
Stromberg/Garrigan & Associates (R), explains the “living shoreline” 
underway, replacing a failing marina.  
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Only one sector could achieve such 
mega results.

This sector has reduced pollution 
voluntarily on the Elizabeth River by 
more than 373 million pounds.

They’ve also found the open space 
along this mega-developed, urban 
river to restore or conserve 2,512 acres 
of wildlife habitat.

You’ve got it: The business sector. 
“Our River Star Businesses have 
been voluntarily leading the way to 
the restoration of the Elizabeth River 
since 1997,” says Marjorie Mayfield 

Jackson, Executive Director, Elizabeth 
River Project, citing those results as 
cumulative since the free River Star 
program debuted that year.

Most recently, River Star Businesses 
grew to a record 148 organizations 
feted at our 26th annual recognition 
luncheon for them, held Jan. 19, 2023 
at Founder’s Inn and Spa. Facilities 
document measurable results for peer 
review and range from some of the 
world’s leading maritime industries to 
universities, municipality departments, 
places of worship, non-profits and 
mom and pop stores. 

Virginia Wesleyan University won 
Inside Business Hall of Fame for 
exemplifying sustainability throughout 
its campus. Advancing to “Model 
Level” were shipping giant CMA CGM 
(America) and Lady Fern’s Native 
Plants on Knitting Mill Creek.

Find out if River Star Businesses 
is right for you: 
riverstarbusinesses.org 
or contact Pam Boatwright, 
pboatwright@elizabethriver.org.
   

These Businesses Did Something REALLY Beautiful  
River Stars Celebrate Mega Pollution Reductions, Habitat Gains 

CMA CGM installs aquatic plants in a stormwater pond at its 
North American HQ.

Virginia Wesleyan students plant a wetland, helping earn 
Inside Business River Star Hall of Fame

Native gardens surround Virginia Wesleyan’s Greer 
Environmental Sciences Center
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Down one of these blocks is the 
region’s only marina renting all-
electric watercraft. Opening soon, 
Electrified Marina can set you up with 
the quietest jet ski you’ll ever ride, or 
an also quiet, electric runabout with a 
party canopy.

Around the corner: The only storefront 
in the area retailing all-native plants. 
That’s Lady Fern’s Native Plants, where 
owner Nikole Knudson recaptures 
enough rain to keep all her inventory 
watered.

Those are just two of more than 
a dozen eco-minded businesses 
joining together with Elizabeth River 
Project’s coming Ryan Resilience 
Lab as the nucleus of a new “Eco-
District,” launching this fall with a 
new logo, street flags and the hope 
that other business and residents of 
Norfolk’s North Colley and adjoining 
communities will join together to 
restore Knitting Mill Creek.

Our vision: “A model for urban 
waterways everywhere,” spelled out in 
a new restoration plan for the creek, 
developed over the last two years by 

Elizabeth River Project with more than 
100 stakeholders and funding from 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 

The plan seeks equity as well as 
environmental restoration. Stay tuned 
for the launch, dubbed the “Eco-Ex” 
(Ex-citement, Ex-pedition, Ex-plore!) 
pairing the grand opening of the Ryan 
Lab with a scavenger hunt and other 
activities (including free electric boat 
rides) presented by participating Eco-
District businesses. 

More info:  Luísa Black Ellis, 
lblack@elizabethriver.org.

“Eco-District” to Promote a Healthy Knitting Mill Creek 
 Eco-Minded Businesses & Residents to Launch Creek Restoration Plan

An Indigo Bunting (left) perches outside our expanded River Academy at Paradise Creek Nature Park. Note the “anti-bird strike” dots on 
the window to keep birds from flying into the glass (a top cause of songbird death). Meanwhile a Pileated Woodpecker (right) explores 
the park woodlands. Your membership makes possible ongoing revitalization of habitat throughout the 40-acre park – thank you.   

Erick Pinzon quietly cruises the creek on one of his electric craft. His Electrified Marina is part of our new EcoDistrict.
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Deepest thanks to our donor circles
The Elizabeth River Project is proud to recognize members of our leadership giving circles.  Thank you for 

contributing $250 or more annually to support our award-wining restoration and education programs.  Join us!  
For more information, contact Susan Smith at 757-399-7487 or 757-407-1406 (c) or ssmith@elizabethriver.org.

Contributions received October 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023

       Pelican Circle
$500,000 and Above - Organizations
Aimee and Frank Batten, Jr. 
  Foundation 
Goode Family Foundation
The Landmark Foundation
Perry Family Foundation
TowneBank Foundation
$500,000 and Above – Individual
Anonymous
Aimee and Frank Batten, Jr. 
Jane P. Batten
Mrs. Joan Brock
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. and  
  Prudence H. Ryan
$100,000 -$499,999 – Organizations
Alison J. and Ella W. Parsons Fund 
    of the Hampton Roads
   Community Foundation 
Bradley Family Fund of the
   Hampton Roads Community 
   Foundation 
Dominion Energy Charitable 
   Foundation
Hampton Roads Community
   Foundation
Harvey Lindsay Family Foundation
Hampton Roads Sanitation District 
National Fish and Wildlife 
   Foundation
National Oceanographic and 
  Atmospheric Administration
SL Nusbaum Realty
Shea Family Foundation
Barbara Upton Wilson Charitable
  Fund of the Hampton Roads
  Community Foundation
$100,000 - $499,999 – Individuals
Carolyn and Richard Barry
Conrad M. Hall
Stephen Leaman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meredith, Sr.
Jean and Chuck Townsend
$50,000-$99,999 – Organizations
Birdsong Peanut Corporation 
Katherine and John Wynne  
   Family Fund of the Hampton 
   Roads Community Foundation
Norfolk Southern Foundation
PRA Group
Zim Integrated Shipping 
   Service, LTD.
$50,000-99,999 – Individuals
Helen and David Bernd
George Birdsong
Cynthia Faschini and 
   Andrew J. Wallach
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Meredith, Jr.
Georgina R. and W. Sheppard 
   Miller III
Mr. and Mrs. Chris R. Neikirk
$25,000-49,999 – Organizations
Bank of America
Luck Companies Foundation
Sentara Healthcare
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Wells Fargo Foundation

$25,000-49,999 – Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. David and 
   Susan Goode 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and 
  Karen Fine
Betty and John Trinder
$10,000-24,999 – Organizations
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship Repair, Inc.
Beazley Foundation
Brown Advisory.
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund
Eugene S. Field Family Fund
Jane and Blair Wimbush Fund
Shearwater Foundation, Inc.
Virginia Environmental Endowment
Virginia Pilot Association 
$10,000-24,999 – Individuals
Dottie Ballard
Jane Marshall Bashara
Mr. J. Robert Bray
Mr. and Mrs. Susan and 
   Frank Daniel
Annette Field
Mr. and Mrs. Howard and 
   Sandra Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Josh S. Harris
Sally and Ron Hartman
Jim and Karen Jones Squires
Michelle and Mark Warden
Ashlin and Wayne Wilbanks
Mr. and Mrs. Rolf and Beth Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Blair and 
   Jane Wimbush
$5,000-9,999 – Individuals
Drs. Joyce Neff and Robert Ake 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Bonnewell
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bruce and 
   Lilly Bradley
Graham Covington
Mr. and Mrs. Joe and 
   Janet Covington 
Dr. and Mrs. Brian and 
   Melissa Deutsch 
Michael Glasser
Burr and Jennifer Henderson
Edward Inge
Ed and Kathy Keil
Alan Gollihue and Elizabeth 
   Lane Killam 
Michael and Andria P. McClellan
Barbara McCready Parrish
Judy and Steve Perry
Bria and Cameron Robinett
The Hon. Debbie and Ron Ritter
Bria and Cameron Robinett
 

  Mummichog Circle
$5,000-9,999 – Organizations
CMA CGM
Enviva Port of Chesapeake
General Dynamics  
   NASSCO - Norfolk
James L. Camp Foundation
Second Nature, Inc.
$2,500-4,999 – Individuals
The Hon. & Mrs. Jack and  
   Kirk Clarkson
Tom and Allison Cholis

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Colpitts
Reid Ervin
Joanna Fowler
Christina Goode
Martha Goode
Herb and Mary Haneman
Ted and Pam Henifin
Robert and Marjorie Jackson
Ray W. King
Carolyn and James Key 
John and Carol L. Rowe 
C. Wood and Ellen Selig
Dr. Terry and Rod Whibley

  River Otter Circle
$1,500-4,999 – Organizations
Buckeye Partners, L.P.
Clearfield MMG, Inc.
Cox Communications
David R. Goode Charitable Lead
Earth Force
Giving Tuesday
Hampton Roads Shipping 
    Association
HR Hauling WM of VA
Lawson Companies/The Retreat  
   at Harbor Pointe
Virginia Maritime Association
Pender & Coward
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin
Virginia Maritime Association
Virginia Pilot Association
VIRTEXO Corporation
Waste Management
Western Branch Diesel
$1,000-2,499 – Individuals
Ruth McElroy Amundsen
RADM Charles and Susan Beers 
Bruce & Sarah Bishop
Mary Brinkmeyer
Cynthia Crawford
Brian and Donna Daniel
J. Gregory and Amy Dodd
Hon. Courtney Doyle
Janet and John Ellis
Mr. Reid Ervin
Chip and Leslie Finch
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Kim Fink
Mr. and Mrs. James and Anne Gildea
Pam Boatwright and Don Gulliver 
James Gwathmey
Garry Harris
Henry and Eleanor Harris
Nancy Ronald and Ron Hartshorn
Ms. Gayle Hicks
Raymond and Betty Hicks
Clarke Hitch
Nancy & Peter Huber
Mrs. Susan Hume
Marie and Thomas Jensen
Germaine Clair and Brooks Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Kenneth and Kathleen Kimball
Michael Kreckel
VADM Alexander and  
   Mrs. Barbara Krekich
Susan and James Lang
Bob Layton
Dee and Harry Lester 

Ms. Cary Lynch
Ruth and John Martin
Wayne Matchett
Wendy McGrady
Mr. and Mrs. Colin and Patt McKinnon
Mr. and Mrs. Joan and William Miller
Hon. Paula J. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and  
   Bonnie Moorman
Ms. Grace Moran and  
   Mr. Kurt Merkling
Robert Pawl
Mr. and Mrs. Jane and  
   Danny Plante
Katherine Reader
Kathleen Redfern
Lynn Cobb and Warren Richard
Dr. Sue Rieger
John and Betty Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and  
   Traci Shepard
Mr. Conrad Shumadine
Mary Carol and Littleton Tazewell
Joe and Petra Thomas
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick and Martha Thrasher
Virginia Thumm
Mary Vaughan
Mary Ann and Phil Walzer
Dudley Ware
Randy Webb
David and Cathy White
Steven Wicks
Pearl Windle-Drumwright
Stephen and Laura Witkowski
Mr.  & Mrs. Ken & Nancy Wren
Mr. Carlisle M. Wroton
John Wynne

    Seahorse Circle
$1,000-$1,499 – Organizations
Accurate Marine Environmental, Inc.
Bay Environmental
Elizabeth River Crossings
Give Local 757
Norfolk Dredging Company
The Port of Virginia
United Way
Woods Rogers Vandeventer Black PLC
$500-$999 – Individuals
Dr.  Javaune Adams-Gaston
Nancy Bangel
Ronda Baucom
Harvey and Donna Bryant
Susan Castaneda
Mr. and Mrs. Roy and  
   Jane Cherry
Nicole Dunkley
James and Katherine Estes
Kelly Faulkner
Dr. Kala Fleming
Matthew Gernand
Richard Gresham
Eric Gunderson
Mr. James Hill
Gordon Holley
Dr. Mark and Elizabeth Lawson
Maureen Logan
Julia Dorsey and David Loomis

Mr. Benjamin Lynch
Joe and Janet Marcec
Sara Greer and John Martin
Anne and David McCollough
Hon. Delceno Miles
Samantha and Bryan Miller
Elizabeth Milligan
Ms. Elizabeth Outland Branner
Peyton Palmer
D. Randall Pierce
Andrew Plante
Emily Jane Plante
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Priest
Mr. and Mrs. Richard &  
   Susie Reynolds
 Joe Rieger and K.C. Filippino
Maynard and Kathryn Schaus
Jason Simpson
Skanska USA Building, Inc.
Mr. Thomas D. and Ms. Saundra
    Winstead St. Andre
Emily Studebaker
Mrs. Diane Torrech
Thomas Tye
Mike Unger
Mary Ann Waterfield
Drs. Larry and Jackie White
Mr.  & Mrs. Rob & Anne Wilber
Dr. Sarah Williams
Capt. and Mrs. Michael Winslow
Lauren Wolcott
William Wolf

  Oyster Circle
$500 - $999 Organizations
Bay Power Solutions 
Cherry Carpet & Flooring 
Creekside Communications 
GUD Yoga 
KidsGardening 
Perdue Agribusiness, LLC 
Sertoma Club of Norfolk 
Skanska USA Building, Inc. 
The Randy Vaughan Family 
Vulcan Materials Company 
Wicker’s Crab Pot Seafood 
Womeldorf Charitable Gift Fund   
$250-$499– Individuals
Stuart and Ulrike Bailey
C. Max Bartholomew
Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Michael and 
   Deborah Bohan
Thomas E. & Suzanne Bolt
Chad Boyd
Gary Byrne-McIntire
Megan Caramore
David Connito
Ms. Kathryn Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Craig
Leslie Daley
Elizabeth Smith and Fred Dobbs
Christopher Doyle
James and Katherine Estes
Ben Feutz
Elizabeth Firchau
Margaret Follin
Sarah Ford
Jane L. Fowler

Contributions received October 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023
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Deepest thanks to our donor circles

Deepest thanks to our members
Contributions received October 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023

$499 & Under  Organizations
Amazon Smile
Cape Henry Audubon Society
GFWC Womens Club of Tidewater
Give Lively Foundation
Good Sam RV, 
   Elizabeth River Chapter
Lady Fern’s Native Plants
Midway Manor Youth Program
MoMac Brewing Company
Norfolk Master Gardener 
  Association
Seagraves Family Fund 
$249 & Under Individuals
Christine Abelein
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and 
   Anne Ablett
Lynn O. Adams
Linda Adams Germain
Evelyn and Bob Adkisson
Maritza Aliaga
Daniel Allen
Wendy Archbell
Marlene and Robert Arecchi
David & Linda Armstrong
Mckenzie Arrington
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander B. &
   Christine Atkins
Joan Atkinson
Peggy Augustus
Gregory Avila
Mary Babcock
Carolina Bacani-Longa
John and Tanya Baggio
Margy Baker
Mary and Dabney Baker
W. Gary and Susan Ball
Mr. William Ballard
Anna Lee Bamforth
Charlotte Bankowski
Yen Bao
James Lidington and Sonja Barisic
Lisa Barlow
Willie Barnes
Ms. Margaret Bashara
Brooke Bass
Betty Baucom
William Beamon
Michael Bechelli
Julia Beck
Nathan Beck
Mary Bennett
David Bennett
Mr. Terrell Bennett
Leif Berner
Barry Bishop
Luísa Black
Finian Bohan
Cynthia and Jon Bolling
Thomas E. & Suzanne Bolt
Mr. Gerald Boone
Mr. Michael Borysewicz and 
Suzanne Puryear
Dan and Kim Botdorf
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur and 
  Mary Brandriff
Wes Bray
Debra & Bobby Bridges

Michael Brookman
Elizabeth Brown
Pamela Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Townsend Brown
Mr. William Bunch
Walter Bundy
Glenn and Ruth Burch
Janie Burnside
Jean Byers
Celia Cackowski
Meredith Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander and 
  Eleanor Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. John and 
  Jeanne Carlock
Ralph and Bonnie Carmines
Yolima Carr
Rick Cerza
Mr. and Mrs. Warren and 
  Gayle Channel
Diana Chappell
William Chenault
Karen Chisnell
Emily Christman
Peter Ciula
Lucinda Lynn Earle & Michael Cole
Ryan Colston
Patricia Colthurst
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and 
   Bettie Cooper
Bill and Betty Cotten
Cara Cotter
Mr. and Mrs. W. Claiborne and  
  Linda Coupland
Jeff Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Allan and 
  Annette Crandall
Cynthia Crawford
Gloria Creecy
Jordan Crittenden
Karen Cuce
Jimmy Culpepper
Jae Daniel
Claire Davenport
Robert Davenport
Kathleen and Charles Davis
Jamie Day
Paul & Stacey Degaraff
Barry Long and Guyline
  DesRosiers
Eric Matherne and Jacque Dessino
John Deuel
Marguerite Dickerson
Taylor Dillon
Mary and Dan Dixon
CAPT Merrill H. and 
   Dabney H. Dorman
Eric and Nancy Downing
Marsha & John Draa
Mr. John Drotar
Bethany Dryfka
Carole Duckett
Carolyn Duckworth
Elizabeth Dudley
Robin Dunbar
Amy Duncan
Nancy Duncan
Ms. Shela Edmonds

Robert Bernstein and Lisa Ehrich
Sheila Eldridge
Mrs. Barbara Ellis
Deborah and Stephen Ellis
Curtis Elswick
Frances Entas
James Entas
James Etheridge
Maurice Etiemble
James Eure
Mr. and Mrs. Michael & Cindy Ewing
Ms. Arlene Eyler
Wendy Farnham
Kristi Fazioli
WL & Nina Fenska
Ben Feutz
Carolyn Fields
Joseph and Helen Filippino
Victoria Fiorentino
Marie Fiorentino
Anna Fitzgerald
Ms. Ellen Folkama
C.E. Forehand
R. Malcolm & Martha 
  Frances Fortson
Glenn Fox
Elizabeth Francis
Joshua Franke
Erin Franklin
Anne Fuselier
Mary Gagnon
Phillip Gale
Jane & James Gallatin
Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Joan Garrett
Lara Gaston
Barbara Gavin
Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky
David Michael Geller
Jefferson Ghent
Henry Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Paul & Barbara 
Shreckhise Gillooly
The Honorable Shannon Glover
Janet Goldbach Ehmer
Gerald Golden
Claudia Gooch
Jim and Paula Gordon
Kayla Gradwell
Jack and Isma Granger
Casey Shaw and Scott Graves
Kindra Greene
Bill Gregory
Patricia Grinnan
Laura Gross
Mary E. Grubb
Barton Gumpert
Ali and Erika Gunbeyi
Dr. and Mrs. A. R. and 
   Sandra Guthrie
Jacob Hall
Gerald T. Hallal
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Harrison & 
   Patricia Boyce Halstead
William S. Hargroves
Adam Harter
Paul & Anne Hastings
Mrs. Lori Hayes
Mark & Karen L. Hayes

Mark & Ray Haywood
Deborah Hedley
Bernard and Rebecca Herman
Daun Hester
Susan Hobbs
Wendie Hood
Mark Horney
Harold and Brenda Hostetler
Maury Howard
Erica Howell
Karen and Eric Huck
Shereen Hughes
Jaye Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. William and 
  Candace Hull
Mr. Lawrence Hultgren
Amy Hurd
David Husko
José Iglesias
George and Saundra Imel
Marshall & Jean Jackson
Bill and Kedron Jenkins
David Johannesen
Cynthia Johndrow
Ms. Katherine Johnke
Kaitlin Johnson
Paul & Barbara Johnson
Mary Johnston
Jasmine Jones
Mrs. Elisabeth Jones
Nancy Jones
Steve Jones
Joseph Kanipe
Linda Kazalski
Andrea and Jeff Kelleher
Kathryn Kelly
William and Anne Kenny
Thomas and Carol 
  Anne Kent
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and 
  Marjorie Kidd
Sara and Tim Kidd
Greg and Janet Kim
Faith Kinnaird
Frank and Donna Kirsch Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Lee and 
  Virginia Kitchin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 
  Nicole Knudson
Alexis Koelling
Brian Koger
John Koivisto
Calvin Koonce
Dave and Laura Koubsky
Cameron and Matthew Kovarek
Beverly Kuehne
Mr. Sebastian E. Kuhn
Deborah Kulnis
Thomas Kuntz
Daniel Laliberte
Mark Lanier
James Larkin
Mr. Matthew Lavin
Judy Lazernick
Cornelia B. Lee
Breanna Lerch
Susan and Ronald Leta
Judy Levin

Nancy & Troy Lewis
Diane & James Liedman
Janet Lilley 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Lilly
Elizabeth Lipsmeyer
George and Karen Londeree
Julia Dorsey and David Loomis
Alan Lott
Patience Love
Shirley Luddy
Karen Luehrs
Deborah Lupton
Ms. Erin MacCord
Summer Mace
Julie Mackinlay
Mr. Eugene Maleski
Charesa Mangin
Philip and Margaret Mann
Marybeth Markiewicz
Kenneth and Julie Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Maureen Marroni
Don Marshall
Michael Marshburn
Emily Martin
Hannah Martin
Taya Barnett and Steven Martin
Laurel Mason
James L. May
Sarah McBride
Claudia McCann Gibson
Charles H. McCoy
Stacie McGraw
Arnold McKinnon
Ms. Patricia McMichael
Richard and Jane McNaught
Michael McPhillips
Mary Meadow
William Meehan
Ms. Betty Meyer
Judith Midgett
Don Milburn
John and Emily Miles
Charles Mills
Judy and Bill Miner
Jeff and Danielle Miskill
Mr. and Mrs. Judith & Barry Mitchel
Cindy Molnar
Capt. & Mrs. Alexander Monroe
Keith Moore
Lenora Morlino
Hank Morrison
Kelly Morse
Matthew Muller
John Murray
Sharon Myles
Ms. Mickie Nance
Jayne Navarre
Mr. Walter Nein
Donald & Sarah Newberry
Mr. Raymond Newlon
Mr. and Mrs. James and 
  Geraldine Newsom
Mr. Daniel Nichols
Janet Nicula
Mr. Richard Nitschke
Jane Nohava
Ed Obermeyer

Alexis Gambrell
Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky
Lynn and Scott Gilbert
Dr. and Mrs. Elizabeth and 
  Robert Given
Mary E. Grubb 
Randy Grubbs
Annie Guertin
Louis Henry
Judith Homsher
Karen and Eric Huck
Spencer Hull
Do Sun Im 

Nancy Jacobson
Ms. Sharon Knowles
Dr. and Mrs. Dr. Robert and  
   Carol Laibstain
Anthony and Helen Larocco
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and 
  Shirley Leafe
Nancy Levin
Doretha Lloyd
Robert Loomis
Dr. and Mrs. Robert and 
  Beverly Mann

Gerald McCarthy
Anne and David McCollough
Ms. Betty Meyer
Elizabeth Milligan
Ann Mingione
Jeff and Danielle Miskill
Peter Morford
Diane Nolan
Hon. Ralph and Pam Northam
Dr. and Mrs. Donald and  
  Tessa Nuss
Ms. Elizabeth Outland Branner

D. Randall Pierce
Mr. William Rachels
Mr. Nicholas Renz
Rodney Riddle
Claus Ihlemann and 
  Robert Roman
Amy Shorner-Johnson
Louise and Kevin Slates
Susan Smith
Helen Spore
Valerie Stallings

Mr.  & Mrs. David &  
  Deborah Stearns
Marc Steiner
Emily Studebaker
Aurora Szoka
Larry and Virginia Taylor
RADM Byron Tobin
Vivien Valentine
Mary Patricia Walsh
Dr. Nancy Welch
Rebecca White
Capt. and Mrs. Michael Winslow
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Dr. and Mrs. James and 
  Mary O’Brien
Patricia O’Connor
Dr. and Mrs. William and 
Jimmie Old
Gabriella Olivieri and 
  Luis Albert 
Daniel Omahen
Mr. Brian O’Neil
Rebecca Orme
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & 
  Frances Ossman
Deborah Otis
Capt. Cliff Page
Crystal Palmer
Elizabeth Pampalone
C.C. Parker
Kathy and William Paton
Elizabeth Paul
Mrs. Mollie Payne
Linda Peck
Jane Pellegrino
Mr. John Peters
Katie Petersen
James Petersen
Dick and Laura Phillips
Audreanna Phoutasen
Cristen Pickral
Jessica Pinsky
Laurie Pitchford
William Pope
Ralph and Natalie Powell
Sonia Powell
Mr. and Mrs. William Prince
Deborah Propst
Bill Quinn
William Quinn
Francisco and Lauren Ragsac
Jennifer Raymond
William Redfern
Lynne and David Redinbaugh
Laurie Rhew
Scott & Ann Rhodes
Garrett Rice
Glenda Richard
Debra Ridenour
Susan Riley
Mr. Terry and Linda Riley
Robin Robichaux
Jose Romero
Mr. and Mrs. Walter and 
  Jo Anne Rooks
Dr. Albert Roper
Cindy Rose
Rogard Ross
Ms. Catherine Rothman
Lynn Ruehlmann
Steven Argroves and 
  Ulrike Rumpf
Anita Sager
Nancy H. Salyer

Mark H. Sauer
Mr. and Mrs. Whitney and 
  Ellen Saunders
Aida Schimmel
David Schleck
Marilyn Schluter
Rachel Schmidt
Miss Linda Schooley
Susan Schrader
Rebecca Schultheis
Donna Scibelli
Carol Senechal
Anja Serby-Wilkens
Mr. and Mrs. Gene and 
  Dottie Seward
Steve Shannon
Melissa Shaw
Ryan Shaw
Louis and Carol Sherman
John Sherwood
Daniel and Kyrie Shomaker
Martha Shore
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
  and Harriet Siff
Rosanne M. Silvis
Jeremy Smith
Ms. Gloria and Glenn Smith
Linda Smith
Martha Smith
Rebecca Smith
Sharon Smith
Susan Smith
Charla Smith-Worley
Emilie Smoke
Gayle Sneed
Susan Snow Burnett
Greg Snyder
Arleen Sobel
Alicia Sokolovsky
Helen Sommer
Melissa Southwell
Catrena Speller
Helen Spore
Christine Stafford
Mark Stanley
The Honorable Robert W. 
  Stewart
Marshall Stipes
Evelyn Stokes
Jennifer Stone
Susan Strattner
Gerald Streeter
Joan Stumborg
Mr. Heath Suarez
Karen Sutton
Katherine Swaving
Aurora Szoka
Noah Tait
Jane W. Tate
James & Virginia Taylor
Dr. Jay and Lynn Taylor

Kurt Teller
Kevin & Miriam Terry
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony and Ann 
  Thiel
Victoria Thomas
Russell J. Thorne
Douglas Throp
Jordan Timmons
J. Jeffrey and Denise Tinkham
Jennifer Tomasik
Dr. Stephen and Ilona Tonelson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
  and Cynthia Trobaugh
Wendell Turner
Capt. Robin Tyner (Ret.)
William and Laura Ungerman
Mr. & Mrs. Luther J. & 
  Ellen Upton
Anne and Joseph Urbi
Vivien Valentine
Donna and Jeff Van Keuren
Abby Van Voorhees
Jeremy Venske
Alan and Linda Vigneault
Charles and Barbara Vogan
Ann and Rick Voight
Mr. Richard Wambold
Dr. JC Ware
Mary Ann Waterfield
Audrey Webb
Joe and Nancy Webb
Wayne Webster
Charles Weigand
Marshall and Barbara
   Weissberger
Dr. Nancy Welch
Joanne West
Lisa Wharton
Commander and Mrs. 
  Edward Whealton
Virginia White
George White
Drs. Larry and Jackie White
Paul White, Jr.
Mrs. and Mr. Linnea and 
  Mo Whitlow
Jayne Whitney
Charlotte Wilkes
Mr. and Mrs. William and 
  Barbara Willey
Armistead Williams
Farzonae Willis
Katherine Willyerd
Bob Stump Wood
Mr. Thurman Worthington
Shaun Wynn Bouder
Anna H. Yarashus
Bonnie and Frankie Yerabek
Lindy Yilmaz
Wayland W. Yoder

Special Tribute Gifts Contributions received October 1, 2022 – May 20, 2023 

IN HONOR OF

IN MEMORY OF

In Kind Gifts received Oct. 1, 2022 – May 15, 2023
Bay Environmental, Inc.  
BAE Systems Norfolk Ship
Repair
Budget Dumpster
Davis Ad Agency
Dr. John Joyce
Brian Ross

Elizabeth River Garden Club
Frank Daniel
Jan Clausen
Jessica Pinsky
Karen Sallez
Kitty Boatwright
Porte Towne Magic and Pops

Orchestra and Show Choir
Robbins Maritime
Smartmouth Brewing Co.
Inside Business, The Hampton 
Roads Business Journal

David Connito In Honor Of Austin Connito 
Peggy Augustus In Honor Of Bob Layton 
Arnold McKinnon In Honor Of Colin and Pat McKinnon 
Jae Daniel In Honor Of Frank Daniel 
Lindy Yilmaz In Honor Of Her Ancestors, John and Joanne Yates
James and Margaret Seagraves In Honor Of Jim Seagraves 
Mr. and Mrs. Josh and Karen Priest In Honor Of Josh, Karen, 
   Taylor and Blair Priest 
R. Malcolm & Martha Frances Fortson In Honor Of Judy Perry 
Laura Gross In Honor Of Kris McKinon 
Commander and Mrs. Edward Whealton In Honor Of Linda Whealton 
Ellen Papetti In Honor Of Luísa Black 
Elizabeth Lhost In Honor Of Mom 
Dr. and Mrs. A. R. and Sandra Guthrie In Honor Of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Moses
Quinn and Allison Stanley in Honor Of the Stanley Family 
Dr. and Mrs. James and Mary O’Brien In Honor Of the Centennial of 
   The Virginia Academy of Science 
Julia Tye In Honor Of Thomas and Christopher Tye
Robert Loomis In Honor Of Julia Dorsey and David Loomis

 
Virginia Barnett In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin      
Susan and Kenneth Crone In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing           
Tracy Hardee In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing    
Robyn, Declan, Molly and Patrick Leavy In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing              
Elizabeth M. Psimas In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing  
Wendy Billue In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Marian Bingaman In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Pam Darwin In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Colleen and Tom Fitzgerald In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Regina Forehand In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
G7 Entertainment Marketing In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Adam Harter In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Laurie Jo Hesson In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Kimberly Honiball In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Kathryn Kelly In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Caroline Mazza In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Dennis McBride In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Jeffrey Miller In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Estelle Spradlin In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Virginia Stephens In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Evelyn Stokes In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Robert Tuleya In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Joe and Nancy Webb In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Mindy Webb In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Caroline Luzzatto In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Rick and Robin Hardee In Memory Of Andrew J. Dewing 
Mark & Ray Haywood In Memory Of BB Schenk 
Mr. Thurman Worthington In Memory Of BB Schenk 
C.C. Parker In Memory of Carl Pawlowski 
Patricia Colthurst In Memory Of Darby Ash Colthurst 
Marsha & John Draa In Memory Of David J. Draa 
Elizabeth Dudley In Memory Of Dean D. Atkinson III 
Joan Stumborg In Memory Of Dean D. Atkinson III 
Andrea and Jeff Kelleher In Memory Of Emma Ramsey 
Karen Cuce In Memory Of Grace Marie Ainsley 
Lynn O. Adams In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin 
Mark & Ray Haywood In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin 
Mark Horney In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin 
David Husko In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin 
Marshall and Barbara Weissberger In Memory Of Harriet Chapman Ervin 
Mrs. Susan Hume In Memory Of J. Robert Hume III 
Luísa Black In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Ms. Pamela Boatwright In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Robin Dunbar In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Casey Shaw and Scott Graves In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Jaye Hughes In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Summer Mace In Memory Of Jeffery Holste  
Sarah McBride In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Alice and Betty McGowen In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Joe Rieger and K.C. Filippino In Memory Of Jeffery Holste  
Charlotte Bankowski In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Robert and Marjorie Mayfield Jackson In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Jessica Pinsky In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Diana and Kenneth Bailey In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Harbor View Board In Memory Of Jeffery Holste 
Cindy Molnar In Memory Of Jeffery Holste
Dan and Barbara Shearer In Memory Of Jefferey Holste  
Janet and Warren Hatfield In Memory Of Jefferey Holste 

(Donor List continued)

Brooke Bass In Memory Of Joseph Brisson 
John Deuel In Memory Of Kristen Lentz 
Bernard and Rebecca Herman In Memory Of Lucy Spigel Herman 
Diana Chappell In Memory Of Margie Whitehead Baker 
Jamie Day In Memory Of Pamela Jean Bayles Day 
Jean and Chuck Townsend In Memory Of Peter H. Coley 
Mr. Walter Nein In Memory Of Scott Wetherford 
Cynthia Crawford In Memory Of Stanley E. Crawford 
Michael Brookman In Memory Of Susan Garth Brookman 
Dr. Sue Rieger In Memory Of Vivian Adkins



11

Students from Norfolk’s St. Helena Elementary School pose after planting wetland grasses with us at Norfolk’s Camp Young on the Elizabeth.

 

“The river inspired me to make art” 
Sculptor donates curlews carved from salvaged wood
As a kid, fishing the Elizabeth, Spencer Tinkham became fascinated by the 
trash he picked up along the shore. “Some I’d throw away and the cool stuff, I’d 
keep,” he recalls. Eventually, his parents told him he needed to do something 
with all that cool stuff.  
Thus the beginnings of Tinkham’s current life as a celebrated Norfolk sculptor.   
He’s just donated to us his “Preening Curlew,” two elegant, long-billed birds 
carved from an old cypress post salvaged from the Nansemond River. The bills 
are the tines of a  pitchfork that once bailed hay on Deal Island. Rods elevating 
the curlews are from the Elizabeth’s Eastern Branch.  
Now the curlews will grace our coming Ryan Resilience Lab, where art will 
marry with science to touch both the heart and mind. “The river is what inspired 
me to make art,” Tinkham says, so he it makes him happy to give back – 
especially since he has seen a “shocking” increase in the diversity of fish since 
his childhood.
 
You, too, can give back to the river. Return your special gift with the 
enclosed card.

They planted 1,000 wetland grasses. 
They picked up 430 pounds of trash, 
planted milkweed for butterflies and 
trees to absorb runoff. They grew 6,000 
oysters to filter the river.  
“We need all hands on deck if we’re 
going to create a sustainable future 
for our community,” said Granby High 
School’s Evelyn Page, addressing 
participating for her third year in our 
Youth Resilience Expo.  

A total of 18 schools and other youth 
groups participated in this spring’s 
Expo, with special thanks to Hampton 
Roads Community Foundation and you, 
our generous members and partners.  
“Above and Beyond Winner 2023” was 
the Hague School, creating a sustainable 
garden and composting project that 
students estimated saved 386 net 
pounds of CO2 its first month.  
Congratulations and special thanks to 
Blair Middle School, Camp E.W. Young, 

Chithum Elementary/Girl Scout Troop 
772, Cradock Elementary, Granby High/
Evelyn Page, the Hague School, IC 
Norcom High, the Kent Family of youth 
water monitors, Maury High/Garden 
Club, Maury High/Surfrider Club, Oyster 
Project Summer Camp – Portsmouth 
Public Schools, Tarrallton Elementary, 
Westhaven Elementary, Kingston 
Elementary, Lindenwood Elementary, 
Sherwood Forest Elementary, Park Place 
School and Christopher Academy.

 “All Hands on Deck” - Students Do Their Part
    Eighteen Youth Groups Carry Out Resilience Projects   

Former Governor & First Lady Roll Up 
Sleeves - Former Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam and Pamela 
Northam have moved from the 
Governor’s Mansion to the shores 
of the Elizabeth River in Norfolk. So 
naturally, he’s joined in as one of our 
“spat catcher” volunteers, dangling 
an oyster cage off his dock to help 
us count how many baby oysters 
(spat) attach.  Even better, the former 
First Lady – also a former science 
teacher - has joined our staff as part-
time Education and Public Relations 
Associate. 
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Join us for Paradise Creek  
Nature Park Programs 
 
 
Presented by the Elizabeth River Project
1009 Victory Boulevard, Portsmouth, VA 23702
Open to the Public: March-October 6:30 am-7:30 pm
November-February 7 am-5:30 pm
Park 757-392-7132 | ElizabethRiver.org

Lectures & Celebrations 
of Nature Co-Existing 
with Our Busy City Lives
at Paradise Creek Nature Park!

NEW!

Mosaic Steel 
Orchestra 
Date: Saturday, July 22 | 11:00 am-12:30 pm
Target age: all ages, children accompanied 
by adults
Cost: Free, donations are welcome to help us 
clean up the Elizabeth River. 
Nothing says summer like sunlight, lush green 
spaces, popsicles, and the shimmering sounds 
of steel drums. Dr. Anthony Hailey will be leading 
the Mosaic Steel Orchestra in a community 
performance with cultural beauty and tradition. 
Be transported to a Caribbean retreat and 
support Mosaic’s mission to foster accessibility 
to the arts in marginalized communities, 
encouraging diversity in the arts. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events.

What Hides in 
theTides?
Art Exhibit Opening and Family Workshop
Saturday, September 2 | 10:30 am-12:00 pm  
(art also on display through Dec. 2).
Target age: all ages, children accompanied 
by adults
Cost: $10 members, $15 not-yet-members 
(children under 10 - free).
Two artists with teaching backgrounds, Vicky 
Tavernier and Jenifer Borg of Athens, Ga., 
will debut a mixed media exhibit with an 
accompanying workshop. Their collages of 
found materials highlight the variety of life in 
tidal pools such as mummichogs 

(the Elizabeth River’s very own indicator fish), 
octopi, barnacles, crabs, and nudibranchs. 
Each collage is accompanied by a poem. The 
workshop will begin with a brief introduction 
to the exhibit and a fun scavenger hunt. 
Participants will then make their own collage 
or sculpture, using a wide variety of found 
materials, and write a short poem or story about 
their real or imagined creature. More on the 
artists: www.tavernierandborgbooks.com. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events.

Wellness in 
Nature Lecture & 
Performance
Date: September 9 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Target age: 16 and above
Cost: Free, donations are welcome to help us 
clean up the Elizabeth River 
Date: September 9 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Target age: 16 and above
Cost: Free, donations are welcome to help us 
clean up the Elizabeth River
Experience a new nature soundscape, set to 
the beat of the drum, encouraging participants 
to use their gifts and talents. This interactive 
performance and lecture by LaTreice V. Branson 
will guide participants to re-imagine wellness, 
flow to a rested life, and connect with our home 
river. LaTreice V. Branson, MFA, GISFA, is an 
award-winning educator, speaker, musician, 
interdisciplinary artist, disability advocate and 
radical wellness. 
Register online at ElizabethRiver.org/events. 

Volunteer Service Days 
Summer Bird Walks
Yoga in Nature
Art in Nature
FREE! Family Nature Walks
Guided Kayaking Tours 

FREE! Blackberry Foraging
Native Plant Sale
Hispanic Heritage Nature Walks
Family Fun Nature Movie nights
Resilient River Teacher Training 


